


Protester charged after Wrekin mine 
disruption 

 

Protesters first moved onto the site in January 2010  

Related Stories 

 Mine site protesters 'determined' 

 Coal mine approved at beauty spot 

 Protest held at opencast inquiry 

A protester who chained himself to machinery at a Shropshire coal mine 

has been charged with aggravated trespass. 

The 22-year-old man was arrested on Tuesday after stopping work at the 

site of UK Coal's opencast mine at The Wrekin, near Wellington. 

The man has been released on bail and is due to appear at Telford 

Magistrates' Court on 25 July. 

A 19-year-old man who was also arrested on suspicion of aggravated 

trespass was given a police caution. 

David Bolton, surface mines manager for UK Coal, said the disruption 

caused by the protest had halted work for three hours, costing the 

company "thousands of pounds". 

'Environmental protesters'

  

About 12

 

people campaigning

 

against

 

the

 

mine

 

are facing

 

court

 

action

 

after 
failing

 

to leave their

 

camp, which UK

 

Coal

 

described as "illegal,

 

unsafe

 

and 

disruptive".

 

An eviction

 

notice gave the

 

protesters until

 

1200

 

BST

 

on

 

Tuesday

 

to

 

vacate 
the

 

camp.

  

Environmental

 

protesters

 

first

 

moved

 

on

 

to the

 

site at

 

New

 

Works

 

in 

January

 

2010

 

as

 

the

 

company

 

was about

 

to start

 

operations.

 

UK

 

Coal

 

was granted

 

permission

 

in October

 

2009

 

to

 

extract

 

900,000 

tonnes of

 

coal

 

from

 

the

 

opencast

 

mine

 

over 32 months.

 

The

 

Wrekin hill

 

rises to 400m

 

(1,330ft)

 

above sea

 

level

 

and stands

 

between 

Shrewsbury

 

and Telford.

 

It

 

is also

 

a registered

 

Area

 

of

 

Outstanding

 

Natural

 

Beauty

 

(AONB).

 

UK

 

Coal

 

has pledged

 

to return the

 

site

 

to green fields within four

 

years.

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/10311386
http://www.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/shropshire/8294879.stm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/shropshire/8022005.stm


 

Protest Camp Tunnel Pictures. 

 

Camp stated that the Tunnels would defend the site against working by heavy diggers, 
here are some pictures that I have been asked to post on All Friends, by those who will 
occupy the Tunnels, should UK Coal be foolish enough to try an eviction. A National call to 
defend the site is now posted, and people are responding,those in opposition to this Mine 
coming have always tried to ensure fact and not fiction is given about the site, the protest, 
and the Coal, and reasons for not digging here. We would advise Uk coal that attempting 
to work the site with people in Tunnels would be very unwise, due to the Corporate Man-
slaughter Law, which came in early last year, just before Wales adopted the 500 metre 
buffer zone in planning for opencast mines, due to health concerns. Should one protester 
be killed or injured by collapse due to heavy lant equiment crossing above the Tunnels, 
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the penalties will be severe. 

Hello to all friends, as Uk Coal stipulated that they would be on site by September, and the





 Public outcry

 

at police assault on Dale

 

Farm

 

community

 

Basildon Council, central government and the police are facing widespread public 

outcry following scenes of police brutality at the eviction of Dale Farm Traveller 

site in Essex. Supporters and residents were subjected to several incidents of 

tasering, unprovoked batoning as well as brutal behaviour that resulted in the 

hospitalisation of both residents and supporters. 

Resident Kathleen McCarthy, described scenes of “police brutality. I’ve seen 

residents with blood dripping down their face, and another who has been put in 

hospital by police batoning. The way in which the police are acting has shocked and 

outraged everyone here. We hope the world is watching.” 

Events today were instigated by a police dawn raid on the site, which saw a legal 

plot being destroyed in clear breach of court order. This caused injury to several 

residents, many of whom had been seeking shelter in what was perceived to be a 

safe plot. 

Ali Saunders, a Dale Farm supporter, said “this attack on the lives of Dale Farm 

families will fall upon the conscience of all of the British people. The taxpayer is 

being forced to pay £22m to fund this brutal operation that will leave 82 families 

with nowhere to sleep tonight. From the very start of this morning’s operation the 

police showed no regard for the safety and dignity of residents, or the 

proportionality of the force used. The way that Basildon Council conducted the 

eviction confirmed what had become clear throughout the legal process- Basildon 

sees Travellers as second class citizens who they want to chase out of the area.” 

The Bishop of Chelmsford and local priest Father Dan Mason have released a 

statement condemning the ‘violent approach’ exemplified by police use of tazers 

and brutal batoning. 

The Bishop of Chelmsford added “Let us also remember that this eviction does not 

solve the problem but moves it somewhere else. These families are going to have to 

sleep somewhere tonight” 

 

Update from Dale Farm 

Following a difficult and intense day defending Dale Farm yesterday from brutal 

police and bailiff action, supporters and residents remain on site- some still locked 

on around the front gate, and most preparing to continue resisting the eviction 

today. Many of the residents are frightened by the scenes of police violence 

yesterday, but are determined to stay for as long as possible- the brutality of 

homelessness on the roadside is the only alternative.  

The situation on site is that there is a large police presence on half the site, 

especially around the front tower (still standing!), where people in lock-ons are still 

being removed. However, half the site still has supporters and residents on it. The 

electricity on site has been cut off, but we have a few generators. 

It is impossible to say what will happen today, but support of any kind would be 

appreciated. If you are able to come down and help with legal observing, 

documenting the eviction, arrestee support or simply a supportive presence inside 

or outside the site that would be a great help. Call the site phone 07583621312 to 

find out about how to help or to get on site. Please bring bedding, warm clothes, 

high-energy food and torches, for yourself and to share. 

The trains appear to be running normally to Wickford and Basildon. 

https://dalefarm.wordpress.com/2011/10/19/public-outcry-at-police-assault-on-dale-farm-community/
https://dalefarm.wordpress.com/2011/10/20/update-from-dale-farm/


We are here a lot longer that was initially expected, and if you come down to resist 

and support we can do it even longer. Even if we don’t manage to hold the site, it is 

still incredibly important that the Dale Farm community sees that they are 

supported by more and more people every day. 

Dale Farm – a community under siege 

As the second day of the eviction of Dale Farm begins, police and bailiffs continue 

to occupy Dale Farm and restrict many residents’ access to their homes as part of 

the ongoing operation to evict the Dale Farm community. Dale Farm residents and 

supporters remain defiant in the face of police and bailiff presence, and residents 

have declared that most of them will remain at Dale Farm for as long as possible. 

Supporters have agreed to stay for as long as the community is resisting. There is a 

large police presence on half the site, focussed around the iconic tower, which 

remains standing. Police are removing the final supporters from lock-ons. The 

electricity to the site continues to be cut off, and helicopters have been circling over 

the site from early in the morning. 

Mary Sheridan, a resident, said “This isn’t an eviction, it’s a massacre. We’re only 

still here because we have nowhere else to go, and now we are under siege by the 

police.” 

Lily Hayes, a supporter, said: 

“The ball is, as ever, in Basildon Council’s court- they can still work with the 

residents to approve an appropriate alternative site for the families to move to. I 

can’t believe they have chosen to go through with this brutal and wasteful eviction, 

choosing to make families homeless rather than accepting one of the many 

solutions.” 

 

Mass Dale Farm walkout: “you can’t take away our dignity” 

At 4.45 pm today, Dale Farm residents and supporters jointly walked off the site to 

begin the next stage of the battle against eviction which has been waged across 

courts, barricades and protests. The decision to leave together was made in order 

to show the unity of the residents and supporters after two months of supporter 

presence at Dale Farm through Camp Constant. 

Resident Mary Sheridan said, “Leaving with supporters today is about our own 

dignity and our appreciation of the support we’ve received. We’re leaving together 

as one family, and we are proud of that- you can’t take away our dignity”. 

The mass walk-out leaves the site free of people except legal observers, who are 

required to make sure that the bailiffs stick to the letter of the law in leaving the 

walls, fences and most of the hardstanding in place. 

Now the Travellers are outside the Dale Farm site, the legacy of Tory Councillor 

Tony Ball and local MP John Baron who drove the forced eviction to conclusion is 

laid bare. Where will these families go? How will their needs be met? The 

Travellers’ and supporters’ next move remains to be decided. Mr Ball and Mr 

Baron have declined to respond when asked for advice on what the Dale Farm 

community should do now. 

Ali Saunders, a Dale Farm supporter added, “We have held off eviction for over a 

month, and our sense of togetherness has been amazing. Anyone who has visited 

the community cannot fail to see the importance of a movement to promote the 

rights of Travellers. Dale Farm will have a legacy for years to come.” 

https://dalefarm.wordpress.com/2011/10/20/dale-farm-a-community-under-siege/
https://dalefarm.wordpress.com/2011/10/20/mass-dale-farm-walkout-you-cant-take-away-our-dignity/


A new group, the Traveller Solidarity Network [1], has emerged in recent weeks, in 

response to the Dale Farm crisis. 

Ali Saunders continued, “The Dale Farm forced eviction showed that the UK’s 

reputation for tolerance is a smokescreen for systematic discrimination against a 

Travellers because of their ethnicity and culture. That’s why groups from Amnesty 

International to the United Nations opposed the forced eviction. 

Dale Farm has brought the ingrained prejudice against Travellers into public view, 

from constant rejections of planning permission, to hostile local authorities, to 

violent evictions. The true long-term impact of Dale Farm will be a movement of 

travellers and supporters to change attitudes so travelling people can live in peace 

and not be criminalised.” 

[1] http://travellersolidarity.org/ 

– 

Media enquiries: 07040900905, 07583761462 

Twitter: @letdalefarmlive 

Press pack available at http://dalefarm.wordpress.com/press 

Please email savedalefarm@gmail.com to be added to our press list 

 

You can still be useful here! 

There is still access on and off Dale Farm for those who want to come down and 

keep on supporting the Dale Farm community. We will need human rights 

observers to monitor bailiffs and police over the next few days, so if you have been 

to a training, have had experience, or are willing to learn, please get in touch with 

savedalefarm [at] gmail.com 

http://london.indymedia.org/articles/10555 

https://dalefarm.wordpress.com/ 

http://travellersolidarity.org/
http://dalefarm.wordpress.com/press
https://dalefarm.wordpress.com/2011/10/20/you-can-still-be-useful-here/
http://london.indymedia.org/articles/10555


 DALE

 

FARM

 

EVICTED

  AS

 

IRISH

 

TRAVELLERS

 

ETHNICALLY

 

CLEANSED

 

FROM

 ESSEX

  

At 7am on Wednesday (19th) morning hundreds of riot police stormed the rear of 

Dale Farm (see SchNEWS 669, 785). They met with stiff resistance on the 

barricades, resorting to Tasering at least one person as they ran away from them. 

Eventually breaching the outer wall of the site, police then had to fight their way 

through several more roving barricades (some aflame) as they made their way to 

the main gate under a hail of half-bricks. 

The nature of the attack surprised even the most battle hardened protesters on 

site. There was no visible attempt to deploy evidence gathering teams and barely 

any media present until later in the day (though one camera crew did get footage 

of the first Tasering of the morning). In the words of one activist “it was a more 

continental style of policing”, with police relying more on physical violence than the 

threat of judicial violence. 

Only once police had secured the rear of the main gate were any arrests even 

attempted. A couple of people got taken by a snatch squad, but the vast majority of 

arrests were of protesters manning towers and lock-ons. Others were able to 

regroup and attack lines of cops almost at leisure, with the  bulk of the police 

guarding the main gate from the inside. During the clearing of the gate one quick 

witted activist managed to D-lock a cherry picker to the scaffold tower it was sent 

in to evict. Though a couple of attempts were made to get more territory under 

police control they were quickly forced to retreat. Despite the police claim 

(circulated widely by most media present) that they had secured the whole of the 

site within 45 minutes, this was clearly not the case. 

No bailiffs were present at the initial assault, when they did arrive (around 9am) 

they made an attempt to get vehicles on site through the newly created hole in the 

fence. However this was thwarted by activists up trees and scaffolding making the 

job of widening the gap impossible. 

It was not until the following afternoon (once the last of the lock-ons had been 

removed) that any machinery would have been able to get past the main gate – by 

which time those left on site had decided to walk off together. Despite being aware 

of this, the council decided to then send in a representative to serve eviction 

notices on all those present – cue farcical scene of a heavily guarded council 

lackey being followed around site by a baying mob. 

This led to some having second thoughts about the walkout (no one wants to leave 

when they’re told to) though it went ahead as planned – albeit a couple of hours 

late. 

Now that the flames have turned into smouldering ashes, the barricades have 

been bulldozed along with what was once a settled community, and the last 

residents of Dale Farm walk away from their home into a displaced existence, what 

else is their to say about an event that will almost certainly be remembered by 

history for what it was: an brutal attack on a persecuted minority at the hands of 

the state, after abject failure by the legal system to protect their human rights? 

The amount of bullshit spouted by the authorities during the eviction, and happily 

relayed without scrutiny by mainstream media dimshits, deserves a special round-

up all of its own. 

Step up, Councillor Tony Ball: “Sadly, this [travellers leaving] could have been 

achieved many years ago and without the scenes of violence which we have 

witnessed over the last 48 hours and the accompanying expense to the taxpayer.” 

Basildon Council has led a concerted campaign to oust the Dale Farm community 

from the land it owns, knowing that it would cost at least £18 million before it even 

kicked off. Though the right-wing press are attempting to blame the travellers and 

supporters for the bill, it was the council who ultimately decided it was worth 

devoting a vast amount of resources to knock down a small number of structures 

built on an old scrapyard (many of the buildings on the ‘illegal’ half of Dale Farm 

are actually completely legal). 

The fight is not over yet, with travellers and supporters deciding what to do next. 

For more info see dalefarm.wordpress.com 

 

http://www.schnews.org.uk/stories/DALE-FARM-EVICTED/www.schnews.org.uk/archive/news669.htm
http://www.schnews.org.uk/stories/DALE-FARM-EVICTED/www.schnews.org.uk/archive/news785.htm
http://www.dalefarm.wordpress.com/


 

Interview with Anarchists at Dale Farm  

A self written, consensus piece by anarchists at Dale farm, attempting to correct the lies 

propagated by elements of bourgeoisie media and in response to the state repression 

being faced. 

 

Q. So you describe yourself as an anarchist, what do you mean by that?  

 

We believe in a society based on mutual aid, social responsibility and basic human 

solidarity. We feel that people should be free to live as they wish (where that doesn’t 

infringe on other people’s freedoms) and there should not be systems of control that 

restrict or dictate how we live our lives. The democracy we have is a farce, we would like 

to build a free and equal society where people give to their abilities and receive to their 

needs. Anarchists see a distinction between the rich ruling class and the ordinary working 

class, and seek to build a society based on working class solidarity without the inequality 

between race, sex or creed that this distinction creates.  

 

Q. Are all supporters at Dale Farm anarchists?  

 

A lot of people here would not call themselves an anarchist, however what brings us 

together is a shared belief that travellers are at the receiving end of oppression, 

discrimination, violence, and racism and that this is manifested in the ethnic cleansing at 

Dale Farm.  

We recognise the principle of autonomy, and this means we are willing to work with 

people who come from different ideological perspectives as long as we are centred 

around a common aim. There is a shared strength between us.  

 

 

 

 

Q. How does being in Dale Farm fit in with anarchist ideas?  

 

Anarchism is about fighting the struggles of the oppressed against the oppressors (in this 

case the struggle of travellers against the state); Dale Farm is a flash point in the class 

struggle and the battle against state racism. Whilst the religious and political beliefs of the 

community here are not necessarily in keeping with all anarchist thought, residents have 

been incredibly receptive to our politics and interested in our ideas.  

 

Q. How is the eviction ethnic cleansing?  

 

Ethnic cleansing is the act of eradicating a particular ethnic group from a nation or area. 

The case of Dale Farm, which will make it impossible for a certain ethnic community to 

live in a specific area is a localised example; whilst the broader discrimination and 

criminalisation of travellers (via the eradication of the right to park up on the roadside) is 

indicative of the national picture. There is a discrimination against travellers in 

government policy, travellers have settled because the right to travel freely was taken 

away; now they attack settled travellers in their homes. 90% of traveller planning 

applications are refused compared to only 20% of the settled community. This 

criminalises travellers and destroys their cultural norms and we see this situation as a 

continuation of a broader attack against travelling communities. The process that has 

been going on for the last 10 years at Dale Farm is a key part of this cleansing - the diggers 

will demolish homes, but the government is demolishing culture through a process of 

forced assimilation to societal norms.  

 



 

Q. There has been a lot in the media about anarchists ‘hijacking’ or 

‘taking over’ the Dale Farm protest, what is your response to these 

claims?  

 

To begin with, we don’t see this as a protest because protest is merely stating our 

disagreement with something; we see it as a resistance because we intend to put a stop 

to the eviction of Dale Farm and stand up to state violence against travellers everywhere. 

We are here in solidarity. Everything we’ve done here we’ve been asked to do, we’ve 

been invited by residents to support them in their resistance of the eviction and they 

continue to direct our actions and decisions, and call on more support. We came here to 

show solidarity through a shared struggle. Many of us now also consider the residents 

here as personal friends, we feel welcome among the travellers and are happy that they 

are letting us be a part of this autonomous community.  

 

Q. The media has painted a picture that some activists have taken 

leadership roles? Is this true, and if not, how do you make decisions?  

 

Decisions are made collectively on an equal basis. We take responsibility for ourselves and 

are decentralised and autonomous, however all our actions are accountable to the 

collective community through the process of consensus decision making. People are given 

an equal opportunity to raise their thoughts and we have open meetings to involve 

everyone in decision making.  

However this space is not isolated from the problems of wider society and issues such as 

patriarchy, class privilege, and dominance do come up . We struggle against these 

inequalities and hierarchies in our actions, but aim to recognise and deconstruct them 

where they occur. There is a dialectal process constantly going on, and we try to resolve 

issues by allowing conflicts of interest to play out. We deliberately don’t create positions 

which could result in hierarchy, but organise jobs openly and encourage participation in 

an attempt to combat invisible hierarchies.  

 

 

Q. Why are you here, what makes an anarchist want to support Dale 

Farm residents?  

 

The struggle at Dale Farm is about anti-racism, homelessness, class struggle and the 

freedom to live your life as you choose. As anarchists we see these struggles as 

fundamental to personal and societal liberation and as a step in the direction of social 

revolution. With the growing political agenda in England of forced evictions motivated by 

class and race, we are fighting that whole agenda when we are fighting the eviction of 

Dale Farm; we do this to show solidarity with other members of the working class and in 

order to fight the actions of the state, which we see as unjust.  

 

Q. If you don’t believe in planning law, what do you believe in? How do 

you choose what social rules you follow?  

 

It is not about what is legal or illegal…it is about what is just and unjust. The law is made 

by the ruling class and serves the purpose of preserving the unjust status quo. We haven’t 

had a say in the creation or upholding of planning laws, and consequently don’t feel 

obliged to abide by them; if people are expected to obey the law, they must have the 

right to directly create it. The political institutions and laws (such as the Enclosures Act) in 

this country are based on injustices and inequalities that existed prior to the movement to 

democracy; as such we feel it is our duty to fight them. We follow social rules that are 

created by the communities they directly affect.  

 

Q. What about the concerns of other local residents?  

 

The representation of local residents has been warped and manipulated by mainstream 

media. Many local residents do not have a problem with the residents of Dale Farm and 

live in peace with them. There are some local capitalists that feel they can make money 

from Travellers and support them, and there are some who discriminate against them, for 

example pubs refusing to serve the Travellers. We see this as a part of the 

institutionalised racism that exists against Travellers, and feel that they (Travellers) are 

exploited in a variety of ways by the capitalist system. Proportionally the views of more 

well-off residents have emerged in media and this has often involved property interests.  



For example local resident Len Gridley has voiced his concern over property value and this 

has received a huge amount of coverage. We don’t want anyone to lose their homes but 

we don’t see property value as important as a home to live in. The Crays Hill residents 

should also be allowed to have their homes, but it is wrong to suggest that the two 

communities cannot live side by side. There are Crays Hill residents who support Dale 

Farm but feel they cannot say it to their neighbours for fear of being ostracised.  

 

Q. Why do you think there is prejudice and hostility against Travellers?  

 

One of the main reasons Travellers are oppressed is that they do not fit into the current 

capitalist wheel and face demonisation by the media and the state as a result, this is 

disturbingly similar to stigmatism faced by Jews in the past and Muslims and asylum 

seekers today. There are deeper questions to be asked here about the function of racism 

within capitalism and the rise of fascist ideology at times of economic crisis. Jews and 

Travellers traditionally move around, therefore modern nation state capitalism doesn’t 

have a place for them. Institutionalised racism happens because travellers aren’t as 

‘useful’ to capitalism in the same way as the settled working class. Travellers had a place 

in capitalist Europe but don’t have that anymore and for this reason they are at the 

receiving end of policies of ethnic cleansing. British capitalism has exploited travellers 

where it has wanted to (Gypsy wedding/circuses/festivals) and this is the same with other 

migrant populations – used when needed, then discriminated and ultimately eradicated.  

 

Q. What difficulties have you faced being at Dale Farm?  

 

It is impossible to escape the hierarchies that are endemic in society; the Dale Farm 

resistance is not isolated from the problems of patriarchy and white privilege. There are 

people from many countries here and English language speaking privilege has been a 

problem but we do our best to recognise and confront these. The challenge of 

communicating specific jargons of the legal process, media trends and local activism has 

also been apparent, but we are working well on this. As well as travellers we have been 

treated badly by media and police through smear stories, increased police presence (such 

as helicopters), and more greatly the fear of constantly living under the threat of personal 

physical harm in an eviction situation. We are currently at the forefront of state violence, 

intimidation and repression, but being at the brunt of this state and corporate repression 

just makes us want to fight it more. Institutionalised racism has been difficult to witness– 

taxis not wanting to drive here, shops and pubs not allowing Travellers in. There have 

been many emotional difficulties, such as a 12 year old boy asking for us to build a lock on 

in their home because their mother and sister are so scared, as well as witnessing the 

residents’ reactions to court verdicts and eviction hoax.  

 

Q. What about the bailiffs, are they not just doing their job?  

 

It feels bad to have to fight other working class people; we recognise that they are being 

badly abused by the state and their profiteering bosses at Constant & Co who are putting 

them in this position. As such we put out an open offer to the bailiffs to join us in the 

struggle against the bosses; we would show solidarity to them in their struggle against 

their bosses as we show solidarity to Dale Farm, but if they choose to be the oppressors 

then we will fight them as class traitors. We acknowledge that the severe unemployment 

probably results in people who would not normally want to be bailiffs becoming bailiffs, 

but we also acknowledge that their role is directed at punishing working class people and 

minorities and this is not acceptable. Further, there is understanding amongst us all that 

some of Constant & Co’s bailiffs are migrant workers and we see this as another example 

of capitalist subjugation pitching one ethnic minority against another in order to break 

class unity; the British government has the privilege to exploit minorities as it always has 

through a process of colonialism, divide and conquer.  

 

Q. With the government’s current policies towards Travellers, evictions 

will become more regular, how will anarchists respond to this?  

 

Governments over the past few years have been drawing up increasingly fascist anti-

Traveller laws, whipping up and taking advantage of ethnic and class-based prejudice. 

Anarchists must respond by standing strong in solidarity with travellers as they have done 

here at Dale Farm. Networks of people committed to anti racism, class unity, and eviction 

resistance will be required to help prevent the continuation of the ethnic cleansing 

process. It is hard to say exactly what the response will be on a broad basis, but it is likely 

that the Dale Farm resistance will set the tone for Traveller solidarity in the UK. We hope 

to make a statement here that resistance and solidarity are our greatest weapons against 

state violence, and to show the world the power of struggle. 



Alleged DSK Vandals Off The Hook 

Two protesters accused of vandalising The Union walked free after 
the court found “insufficient evidence”. 

The trial of two activists accused of vandalizing the Union last 
month ended on grounds of “insufficient evidence”. 

After protesting Dominique Strauss-Kahn’s talk at the Union Society, 
Naiara Bazin, from King’s, and Theodore Slade, a Cambridge 
resident, had been arrested on charges of criminal damage. 

Graffiti was found splashed on the historic Union building slamming 
the arrival of controversial ex-IMF head. Messages included ‘DSK 
DIE’, ‘WOMEN DESERVE BETTER’ and ‘THIS HOUSE SUPPORTS 
RAPE CULTURE’. 

 

Spray Day: The messages found on the Union 

Naira, 21, and Theodore, 20, both denied the charges. 

The Crown Prosecution Service has deemed there to be 
“insufficient evidence”, saying: “We only take a case to trial if there 
is enough evidence”. 

DSK was arrested for the rape of Nafissatou Diallo in New York last 
year. He denied all charges and was released due to a lack of 
evidence. 

The controversy, however, refused to die. DSK has since been 
implicated in a further incident of sexual assault and questioned in a 
prostitution investigation. 

The arrests of Naira and Theodore preceded a violent night of 
demonstration and attempts to disrupt DSK’s speech. Protestors 
clashed with police, security, and even a man holding up a sign in 
favour of free speech, tearing up his placard. 

Police made two further arrests of Miles Curtis-Watson, 19, who 
will stand trial for obstructing a police officer, and Justin Katko, 28, 
who is accused of using threatening words or behaviour to a police 
officer. Both deny their charges. 

The protesters were part of a 200-strong crowd organized by the 
CUSU Women’s Campaign. Leading the campaign calling to 
disinvite DSK was Women’s Officer Ruth Graham, who said that she 
was “pleased” that the vandalism charges had been dropped. 

Cambridge University and the Cambridge Union declined to 
comment. 

 

 

http://cambridgetab.co.uk/news/dsk-bruised-but-not-beaten-at-union
http://cambridgetab.co.uk/news/ditch-dsk-cries-cusu-campaign


Charges dropped over Cambridge Union vandalism 

Prosecutors said there was insufficient evidence to proceed with the case 
against Naiara Bazin, 21, and Theodore Slade, 20, who were alleged to have 
daubed the historic building with graffiti ahead of a visit by the former IMF 
chief, pictured. 

Bazin, 21, a third-year natural scientist at King’s College, and Slade, 20, of 
Rothleigh Road, Cambridge, whose college was not reported, both denied a 
charge of criminal damage to Cambridge University’s Union Society building at 
a hearing at Cambridge Magistrate’s Court on March 19. 

They had been arrested after the historic building was plastered with posters 
as well as paint and chalk slogans telling Mr Strauss-Kahn to “die” the morning 
before the former IMF chief arrived on March 9.  

The pair were due return to court yesterday ahead of a trial in May, but court 
prosecutors revealed the charges had been dropped because of “insufficient 
evidence”. 

A Crown Prosecution Service spokesman added: “We only take a case to trial 
if there is enough evidence.” 

Ruth Graham, Cambridge student union’s women’s officer, told the News she 
was “pleased” the charges had been dropped. 

She said: “I’m pleased to hear that the police have stopped their investigations 
and that the charges have been dropped. It is great that there isn’t evidence 
against them.” 

The arrests preceded a night of stormy protests where about 200 people 
gathered outside the historic debating society as the economist Dominique 
Strauss-Kahn arrived amid chants of “go away”. 

Two more students, Miles Curtis-Watson, and Justin Katko, were also arrested 
and are both due to stand trial later this year. 

Curtis-Watson, 19, of Millpit Furlong, Littleport, denies obstructing a police 
officer and will stand trial on June 7. Justin Katko, 28, of Belvoir Road, 
Cambridge, denies using threatening words or behaviour to a police officer and 
is to stand trial on May 15. 

Cambridge University and the Cambridge Union declined to comment. 

The decision by the society to invite Mr Strauss-Kahn to speak, despite a 
series of allegations against him, had caused outrage among women’s rights 
groups. 

Mr Strauss-Kahn was forced to resign as head of the International Monetary 
Fund last year after he was accused of sexually assaulting a hotel maid in New 
York – charges which were later dropped. 



 Direct action gets the goods: blockade helps stop 35 people being 

deported

  

September 23, 2012  

A blockade of Colnbrook and Harmondsworth detention centres on 
Wednesday (19 September) held up the UK Border Agency's planned 
deportation of Tamil refugees back to the killing fields of Sri Lanka. With one 
person D-locked under a deportation coach, the blockade held for 3 1/2 hours, 
long enough for the deporters to miss their flight slot and for 35 people to get 
off with legal injunctions. 

At 2.30pm on Wednesday, 60 Sri Lankan nationals, mainly Tamil, were due to 
be deported to Colombo from Stansted airport where they faced a very real 
risk of arrest and torture on arrival. [1] 

However, at 11am, as one of the WH Tours coaches of deportees emerged 
from Colnbrook and Harmondsworth detention centres headed for the airport, 
around a dozen people rushed to stop it. One of them climbed under the coach 
and attached their neck with a bicycle d-lock to the underside. Supporters 
immediately held up a sign telling the driver not to move as someone was 
under the coach, and recorded themselves explaining this to him. The coach 
then remained stationary for 3 1/2 hours. The engine was kept running: 
according to the driver, turning off the ignition lowers the suspension and could 
result in the person being crushed. This may seem dangerous for the person 
involved, but it was a much smaller risk than that faced by many of the people 
on the coach who feared torture or death on return. 

Police were on the scene very quickly, but spent most of the time waiting 
around for the specialist cutting team to arrive. The Reliance screws on the 
coach drew all the curtains to stop detainees having any contact with the world 
outside, but the blockaders attempted to communicate with them by chanting 
in English and Tamil. At midday, one man inside could be heard making 

desperate and muffled appeals for help,

 

and the gagged

 

cries

 
of "help me!" could be heard for a distressing 15 minutes. The police were 
stood next to where the cries could be heard as this was near one of the 
emergency exits. Yet when repeatedly asked to investigate what was 
happening and reminded of their duty of care, of the death of Jimmy Mubenga, 
and of the potentially fatal restraint techniques used [2], Constable Park simply 
replied that the Reliance guards were taking care of the situation. After around 

15 minutes of

 

this the man went

 

silent.

 

Supporters are still

 

trying to find out

 
what has happened to him. 

At 13.42 a notice was read under Section 14 Public Order Act 1986 imposing 
conditions on the demonstration to prevent it interfering with the "lawful 
removal" of detainees to torture cells: limiting it to 15 people, moving 
supporters to the other side of the road and allowing them to remain there until 
3pm. Police presence increased significantly, the cutting team finally arrived, 
and a small Reliance coach had been brought in. As the person under the WH 
Tours coach was boltcropped out Reliance screws, and apparently detainees, 
were transferred onto the Reliance coach. At 2.30pm the blockader was cut 
out and arrested and the Reliance coach left for Stansted. It seems though that 
the Home Office missed their 2.30pm slot for departure, having been held up 
by 3 1/2 hours. 

Meanwhile, news had emerged that three injunctions had being granted that 
morning, on the back of which a flurry of others were being won. We later 
heard that 35 people in all had their flights cancelled. According to the BBC, 25 
(out of 60) were still sent back, 13 of whom are Tamil. [3]. 

It is interesting to note that despite the presence of Channel 4 News and Al-
Jazeera camera crews throughout much of the action, reports of the action 
were - as ever - filtered out of the final stories, which preferred to focus 
exclusively on the marvel of the great British justice system, rather than people 
taking the law into their own hands. 

Deportations to Sri Lanka resumed in June last year following a suspension 
since April 2009 at the height of the genocide against Tamils in the country. 
Since then, successful last-minute (same day) legal challenges have been 
made for a number of individuals due to be deported on these flights. On the 
last charter to the country in May, 40 people won successful injunctions, and 
the coach was held up by half an hour by a spontaneous sit-down protest by 
friends and family of the deportees and supporters [4]. 

The blockade on Wednesday

 

showed how

 

solidarity

 

can be successfully

 

put

 
into practice. In this case, it was a combination of direct action and legal action 
that lifted the immediate threat of torture and death hanging over 35 people. 
After lawyers got three people off in the morning, the blockade bought vital 
time for further legal challenges. Tamils and supporters stood (and lay down 
under a bus) side by side, and showed what we can do when we unite and 

http://london.noborders.org.uk/news/direct-action-gets-goods-blockade-helps-stop-35-people-being-deported
http://london.noborders.org.uk/news/direct-action-gets-goods-blockade-helps-stop-35-people-being-deported






refuse to allow a vicious state to treat human lives like dirt. We hope that 
others will be inspired to take further actions in future in solidarity with all 
migration prisoners and people facing deportation. 

The comrade D-locked to the bus has been charged with three offences, and 
faces two separate trials: one before a jury in the crown court (for "causing 
danger to road users"??!!); and another in the magistrates court (obstruction of 
the highway, and failing to observe a section 14 order) 

Ongoing resistance to Shell in Erris Co Mayo in January 

2012 

Date: Sun, 2012-01-29 15:49  

We meant to have this report out 

a while back, but you know, things just keep happening. It seems we've been 

pounding the roads of Aghoos and surrounding areas quite a lot at the moment 

and trying to keep warm by hugging trucks – our, not so new, favourite sport. 

And there are a lot of trucks to be stopped. They are coming up to every five 

minutes, so we don't even have to get up that early. 

Of course, we still like to get up early. After the last national of solidarity on 

Friday 13th (see below) we went back to Srahmore peat deposition site on 

Monday for an early morning cross country dash. Cue, several hours of playing 

in the bog with IRMS security as we tried to make it to the central compound 

where the diggers and other machinery were hiding. They tried to make out that 

they'd no work on, but there was an awful lot of Roadbridge contractors hanging 

around doing nothing very much. Took IMRS until midday to get everyone out, 

several people keeping going back in. 

By this stage the Gardai were looking pretty bored so we decided they needed a 

bit of fun as well. Shortly afterwards six Shell trucks were stopped outside 

Srahmore and reinforcements had to be brought down to clear us, which of 

course took a while given the determined resistance that we were putting up. 

In the meantime, there have been very regular road occupations, with between 

four or five people heading down Aghoos Road to stop trucks going into the 

compound. These have been very successful actions, lasting between 30 and 90 

minutes. Very empowering they show just how easy it is to stick a spanner in 

the works here. Even two people standing in front of the main compound gates 

have been enough to stop the movements. 

There was only one arrest, and quite a few rather silly moments from the 

Gardai, including one person being asked which ditch they would like to be 

thrown in when being cleared off the road. All in all its been a lot of fun. Gardai 



have finally realised that they need extra numbers to deal with the road-

blockages, but do not seem to be able to muster much of a will to draft them in, 

and then we throw a spanner in the works by coming out with more than they 

can handle. We anticipate a lot more of the same. 

There are also the regular Tuesday morning demonstrations at the refinery, and 

last weekend there was a wind-turbine workshop. Camp remains strong, and as 

every, all welcome to come and take part.  

 by Frank - Rossport Solidarity Camp  

Peat haulage stopped by protesters during a day of solidarity on Friday 

the 13th of January. 

The action took place at a Bord na Mona owned site at Shramore, which Shell 

are using as a dumping ground 

IRMS security hired by shell, occupying the State owned site yet again, 

demonstrated their lack of concern for health and safety. Outside police pushed 

protesters off the road, while one halted lorry driver expressed his intentions to 

police that he would clear the road by driving into protestors. Later spirits were 

high as police did not even attempt to clear the road when over 15 protesters 

lay down to block a lorry, which had to be diverted. Later the police returned 

and used brute force to push people off the road. They hospitalized one 

protestor. 

At 8am on the 13th of January, 30 protesters arrived at the Bord Na Mona 

owned site in shramore. This site is being used to dump excavated peat from 

the tunnel boring compound in Aughoose. There have been an estimated 206 

truck movements per day this month hauling peat and gravel between these 

two sites. 

Protesters entered the site, some were immediately tackled to the ground and 

evicted through a hole in the fence. A group made it's way towards the 

compound but about five were jumped on by IRMS, some illegally searched and 

one camera and a coat was stolen. Soon the police arrived onsite and the group 

were escorted out by police and IRMS. 

Throughout the day groups of protesters spread out throughout the site halting 

any onsite work, while outside protesters stopped trucks from entering the site. 

Gardai and IRMS worked together to remove protesters obstructing trucks. On 

several incidents drivers refused to stop the vehicles when blocked by 

protesters. One protester was unlawfully arrested while blocking a truck. He 

received no warnings and when asked what law the Gardai were arresting him 

under no reply was given. He was later charged at Belmullet Garda station. 

By 1pm workers began a limited amount of work transporting peat across the 

site. A group entered the back of the site to halt the work. However when they 

tried to stop work, peat was unloaded into a ditch one protester was standing 

in. 

Out on the road protesters formed a huge lie down halting a truck.The gardai 

didn't even attempt to remove the protesters and the truck was diverted. 

A short time later they returned when protesters stopped another truck. This 

time they aggressively shoved protesters into the ditch. One protester was 



dropped by the gardai onto a rock on the verge of the road seriously injuring his 

spine and leg. Police immediately fled the scene of the accident not even calling 

an ambulance. The injured protester had to wait two hours for an ambulance to 

arrive. During this time gardai returned to clear the road again, shoving people 

dangerously close to the casualty. An ambulance arrived around 5pm and took 

the protester to Castlebar hospital. He was let out later that night with a 

diagnosis of spinal tissue and nerve damage. Two days later he still has not 

regained feeling in his left leg. 

Work was successfully shut inside the Shramore site and haulage was halted for 

the day. When Protesters took to the road on Saterday all haulage was also 

halted for the day.  

Quarry Showdown: IRMS Make Rainbows, Don't Notice. 

  

The morning we would occupy the quarry headed by Lennon inc. (which is lo-

cated about half an hour's drive away from rossport solidarity camp), began 

peacefully with few clouds in the sky and surprisingly, absolutely no wind, which 

I noticed as I walked by the still wind turbines planted beside the camp's com-

munal kitchen and living room. 

Those of us who were awake enjoyed a short breakfast and then talked about 

various options for action, eventually settling on occupying and freezing the 

work of the quarries, quickly perusing a map of the area and noting the roads 

we could use to gain entrance. A few minutes later we set out in two cars 

towards the site. 

After about a half hour drive we arrived at our drop-off point. Five of us began 

walking towards the quarry while our two drivers parked, planning to meet us 

inside the ground of the private property. 



 

 

Chess on top of the digger 

Running down a hill, into the quarry I saw the first signs of clouds all day, set 

against the 50 ft mounds of ground stone. The IRMS security didn't seem to 

expect us and we were making good progress. Three of us scaled and occupied 

the top of a digger and a truck used to transport stone, whilst the other two 

recorded everything they saw. A brief struggle occurred between two of our 

cameramen and the owner of the quarry and both were assaulted entirely 

unprovoked. One camera was also completely broken. 



I and my companion began a game of chess on top of the digger. My queen had 

just been taken when we noticed there was another element that was to come 

into play. It was large , yellow, and very far from being a magnetised chess 

piece. 

Apart from being frozen and drenched, the rainbows made by the water cannon 

were excellent and I really hope the IRMS understand the beauty they helped 

create for all of us (and which they could be capable of creating in times to 

come!) while we danced around the digger's claws and the top of the loading 

truck trying to avoid the downpour. Our spirits were lifted by one of our group 

who began to gleefully scale a huge mound of quarried stone whilst being 

unsuccessfully pursued by a member of IRMS. 

At this time it seems appropriate to highlight the dangers of using a high-

powered water cannon against anyone on high ground. Had any of of us been 

knocked of, or slipped, we could have been seriously injured. One of our team 

attempted to block the truck before it sprayed us and was nearly run over by an 

aggressive driver in the process. 

Eventually they stopped with the coming of the guards and our realisation that 

every piece on the chessboard had been knocked off by the water, bar one 

pawn, the symbolism of which was not lost on us. After getting a warning, we 

left. 

M - RSC 

Scaling tree cutters and trees to halt Corrib pipeline works 

 Monday January 09, 

Shell today began to cut down a Coillte plantation in the village of Leenamore, 

Co. Mayo. This surprise move marks the beginning of their attempts to prepare 

the 4km stretch of land between the Aughoose tunnelling compound and the 

Bellanaboy refinery. Despite a large Garda and private security presence, 

campaigners entered the tree felling area and halted work. 

Shell starting this section of the pipeline was completely unanticipated both by 

local campaigners and those of us living at Rossport Solidarity Camp. Rumour 

had it that the clearing of the plantation might not happen until later in the 

year. As it happened many of us had planned to take the day off actions today 

to tend the camp gardens, carve new wind turbine blades, bake bread and work 

on other projects. The day turned out quite different to how we planned... 

When we arrived at Leenamore at 11am we saw that they were cutting down 

trees at two different sections of the road and setting up a machinery storage 

compound. There was a heavy Garda presence including members of the public 

order unit with no number tags. There were twenty Gardaí and at least fifty of 

Shell’s private security IRMS attempting to guard the tree line. There was seven 

of us, basically meaning we were outnumbered by about 10 to 1. 

A few of us tried to get over the fence or into the trees to prevent the tree 

cutting from happening. Five of us succeeded in breaching lines of security to 

impede work at different times. Some of us were carried back over the barbed 

wire fence by security guards. The security guards had real difficulty in 

removing us from the area as the ground was extremely uneven and boggy. 

They kept stumbling as they carried us out and it was really dangerous for the 

security themselves. The Gardai were standing out on the road and wouldn’t let 

us stand on the road. 



After trying to get in over the fence along the road a few times, several 

campaigners broke away to try to enter from further away and disappeared in 

the woods. 

To everyone’s delight, one 

campaigner reappeared about an hour later, on top of a tree-cutting digger. 

Another campaigner, also reappeared a hour later, without his trousers! His 

explanation was that the ski-suit he had been wearing had been causing rustling 

as he approached security lines so eventually he had to resort to removing them 

and run in his thermals to make it to climb a tree that was in the path of Shell’s 

destruction. As a newcomer to the camp, this is his experience of trying to stop 

Shell in his own words; 

“I arrived at the camp a few days ago. It’s my first visit. I spent the first day 

helping to block lorries and got a good chance ot be active against Shell’s 

destruction. This morning everyone was surprised that Shell were starting work 

on the forest. A few of us went away to come at the machinery from another 

angle. We crawled through the woods towards the area they were cutting 

slowly. As were crawling towards the digger I darted off left. All the security 

were shouting ‘hold the line’. I kept running until a group of security broke away 

from a group at the road and started running after me. I ran back into the 

woods with them running behind me shouting, so I went to ground and hid for 

20 minutes. Then crawled down a bit and looked up to see where they were and 

they were all around me. I had to run accorss a big gap where they could all see 

me and into another patch of woods. With them all running behind me I got into 

the trees again. I reached the first suitable tree to climb just to the right of the 

tree-cutting-digger. By the time I was up the security guards had run past me 

but couldn’t see me. Fifteen or twenty of them were below filming and 

wandering around. They shouting at me, things like ‘are you going to come 

down?’ and ‘Chop him down!’. I climbed right to the top to see where the digger 

was. I swung to another tree and then to another to get a bit closer to the 

digger as it moved. I stayed up for about 45 minutes as the digger broke up the 

trees beside me. The security guards started to get more and more angry with 

me. They started shaking the tree and getting sticks. I said, ‘I’m really going to 

want to come down with you doing that!’. I negotiated with them to let me 

come down safely and agreed that one of them would escourt me out of the 

woods. I met up with the other campers and camp back to get a cup of tea and 

some food. A few local people called in to catch up with us. I feel good to be 

here to so far. I’ve met some good people. I found it good to be doing actions 

with energetic people who have been fighting this campaign for a long time.” 

The other camper up on the tree-cutter stayed up to stop work until 6.30pm 

before coming down. This camper reported that one of the IRMS security 

supervisors that had been running after him in the woods, as he got to the tree-

cutter, had injured his ankle and had eventually been stretchered off the site. 

The campaigners were not arrested as the cutting was happening on private 

land. 

New camp members are always welcome and even if you don’t feel like crawling 

around in the woods in your first few days there is plenty of other things to do... 



Rossport Solidarity Camp is calling for support in advance of this coming Friday 

the 13th of January. Friday is the first Day of Solidarity of the new year, when 

people from around Ireland are invited to join the protests for a day to show 

their support for the ongoing resistance to the Corrib Gas Project.  

 by TnT - Rossport Solidarity Camp  

Shell's tree cutting disrupted for second day running 

Disruption to the felling of the Coillte woodland for Shell's planned onshore 

pipeline (along with the stopping of haulage trucks to the Aughoose compound), 

continued today as protestors intercepted a specialist 8-track tree felling 

machine between the Aughoose tunnelling compound and Leenamore forest. 

Truck & tree-cutter 

A Barrett's truck transporting the machine was halted as it made the 1km 

journey at 7am this morning by a small band of merry protestors, one of whom 

quickly ascended the arm and settled into position as a lone Garda looked on. 

Several more Gardaí soon came to join her supported by a large number of 

IRMS staff who have been positioned along the road by the forest since 

yesterday.  

As a wintery dawn broke over the beseiged bog the Gardaí “removal” team 

arrived along with their “transporter”, driven by Sgt Aidan Gill, who then 

proceeded to initiate Garda attacks on the gathering supporters, in the name of 

health and safety.  

Following some hasty positioning of 'crash-mattresses' and blankets (!!) on and 

around the machine an attempt was made to remove the protestors, only for 

the Gardaí to discover that the protestor had D-locked her neck to the machine.  

In an extraordinarily reckless move, the Gardaí then decided to use an angle 

grinder just millimeters away from the protestors' head, all to enable the 

continuation of Shell's work for the day.  

However the delay of 3 & 1/2 hours to the tree felling had also thwarted all 

deliveries of stone and removals of peat at the Aughoose compound as the 

driver of the truck carrying the machine had been swerving so much, as to end 

up preventing the passage of any other trucks on the road.  

After being taken down the protestor was arrested and charged and is due to 

appear in Belmullet court along with 4 other campaigners.  

Later on in the evening another protest was called for outside Bellanaboy, 

however it seems the latest activity has resulted in a further increase in the 

amount of Gardaí loitering in the area. About 15 Gardaí were immediately on 

hand and so not too many trucks were stopped in the evening.  

Rossport Solidarity Camp is calling for support in advance of this coming Friday 

the 13th of January. Friday is the first Day of Solidarity of the new year, when 

people from around Ireland are invited to join the protests for a day to show 

their support for the ongoing resistance to the Corrib Gas Project. 

 



Anti-Shell campaigners watch play, trash compound, have pic-

nic 

Today, Sunday 23 June, around eighty people stormed a work site of the 
controversial Shell Corrib Gas project near Rossport, Co. Mayo. Significant 
damage was caused to construction equipment. This was the latest event 
in thirteen years of struggle against the project, which faces concerted 
opposition from residents due to its dangerous, experimental nature. 
  
Today, Sunday 23 June, around eighty people stormed a work site of the 
controversial Shell Corrib Gas project near Rossport, Co. Mayo. Significant 
damage was caused to construction equipment. This was the latest event 
in thirteen years of struggle against the project, which faces concerted 
opposition from residents due to its dangerous, experimental nature. 
 
At 1pm, local residents, joined by supporters from the Rossport Solidarity 
Camp, which began its week of action on Friday, tore down fencing 
surrounding the Aughoose site and pushed past private security before 
trashing generators, water pumps and pipes, CCTV cameras, lights, other 
equipment and building supplies. As one witness observed, “Machines 
were making noises then they stopped making noises! Others started 
spouting water!” The compound is the base of the Tunnel Boring Machine 
(TBM), which is currently tunneling under the estuary to the landfall valve 
at Glengad beach.  
 
Earlier, a crowd had gathered at the gates of the compound to watch a 
powerful play about the history of the struggle, highlighting Shell's tactics 
over the years, which have included the near-fatal beating of one 
opponent and another having his fishing boat invaded and sunk by masked 
gunmen.  
 
Later, demonstrators gathered for a picnic lunch on a public footpath over 
which Shell are extending their compound in order to complete 
construction of the gas pipeline. This area was the site of action yesterday, 
when around forty people uprooted bog-mats (hard flooring for 

construction vehicles) and destroyed sandbags and surveillance to impede 
the construction of the fence.  
 
The Corrib Gas project, which was initially supposed to be active and 
pumping by 2003, now has two years left to completion by Shell's 
estimation. Today's actions show that they may have to revise their 
timeline again, as resistance remains strong.  
 
As one participant was heard to say: “That was one of the best fucking 
days of my life.” 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Shell face unexpected pirate threat on shallow estuary 

 
Today, Monday 24th of June, six people, two piloting kayaks, ventured out 
onto Sruth Fhada Conn estuary to disrupt the progress of a boat doing 
surveying work for the Shell Corrib gas project, in a continuation of 
Rossport Solidarity Camp's week of action.  
 

 
 
The day in Aughoose began comparatively peacefully. In the early 
afternoon a group went for a walk along the pipeline route and observed 
the aftermath of yesterday's wholesale carnage. There was a heavy Garda 
presence, with four vehicles patrolling the area and twenty Gardaí 
observing the group.  
 
At around 3pm Shell surveyors were noticed on the shallow waters of the 
estuary. Two kayaks and six people in total went out to greet the four 
workers on the vessel labeled “safety boat”. It was one of the same boats, 
operated by Belcross Enterprises, that rammed a kayak last Sunday when 
activists attempted to block the laying of the umbilical from Glengad beach 

to the gas field.  
 
Eventually the activists reached their target and held on to the side of the 
boat. The engine was turned off for a few minutes but they eventually 
restarted and took off at speed, dragging the kayakers and one other 
person along with them. One worker asked the driver to turn off the 
engine as an activist was near the propeller but he refused.  
 
The kayakers were removed when the workers bent back their fingers and 
eventually shoved one of them in the back with a pole.  
 
Shell workers in the boat told the protesters that they were putting them 
in danger by being there, and not letting them drive in a straight line, and 
that it was an "act of piracy" to touch their boat.  
 
The kayakers continued pursuit but the boat was too fast. One activist with 
no kayak remained holding on to the side of the boat as it sped up the 
estuary. A worker jumped out of the boat and attempted to remove the 
protestor by strangling him, while another in the boat held on to his hair 
and attempted to push him under water.  
 
They eventually forced him off the boat and drove down the estuary, 
leaving their co-worker temporarily stranded.  
 
Acts of resistance such as this will continue throughout the week in protest 
against the dangerous and divisive gas project.  
 

 

 

 

 



Jail! 

 “Your letters have sparked riots in the maximum security wing of my 
heart” - Sideshow Bob, the Simpsons! 

 

Art - a Composite of Van Gogh's 'Exercise Yard'  
& Munch's 'Scream' by Prisoner Mick Connors. 
An insight into prison life in Ireland, namely Castlerea Prison, 
Co Roscommon. 
 
On 21st April 2010 I was convicted of assaulting a number of Gardaí 
in relation to Shell to Sea protests and sentenced to 6 months 
imprisonment. Remission for good behaviour means that prisoners 
will have their sentences reduced by a quarter, once you keep your 
nose clean. I was given credit for 2 weeks time served previously in 
2009, before I was bailed out pending my appeal.  
 
So I spent 4 months in jail from April to August in the summer of 
2010.  
ED NOTE: Niall Harnett 2013 [R.I.P]. I have pinned 

Niall Harnett's feature article as a tribute to a great 
activist and a great person. You will be sorely 
missed Niall! 
 

 
The Prison. 
 
When I first arrived in jail, it was a shock to the system. Prison officers 
wouldn't be the friendliest of individuals, they behave a lot like police 
officers and don't have much respect for prisoners. When you arrive at 
reception your clothes and belongings are taken from you and you are 
issued with prison clothes - cheap jeans, a white t-shirt, a cheap shirt and 
underwear. You get clean bedclothes, a towel, soap and a toothbrush and 
you are brought to your cell. 
 
Most prison cells are doubles, with some singles. It's usual for new 
prisoners to be put in a double cell and it's pot luck who you end up with. 
Cells are reasonably roomy, with a double bunk bed, a sink with hot and 
cold water and a toilet in the corner behind a 3 foot wall as a screen. The 
beds are along one wall and on the other wall is a bench with a television 
and an electric kettle. On the back wall of the cell is a window, with bars. 



Cells in the main 'sentenced' block are comfortable and bright. Cells in the 
newer 'remand' block are modern but dingy, even though they have 
showers. But they're dark and the taps and showers don't work properly. 
 
A prison block is a bit like a block of flats – noisy. I arrived at night. You can 
hear televisions and music playing and prisoners calling out to each other. I 
was nervous, not knowing what lay ahead and wondering what the other 
prisoners were like. I felt unsafe and at risk. I slept well though, I liked the 
smell of the clean sheets I'd been given, although the mattress and duvet 
weren't the best. 
 
You are woken at 8.15am and called out for breakfast. You walk to the 
kitchen at the end of the landing and pick up a pint of milk and a small bag 
of cereal. Tea bags and sugar too if you need them. You see the other 
prisoners for the first time, who appear to be a lot of hard men, looking 
hard. No smiles that early in the morning, no interest. You eat breakfast in 
your cell and turn on the television to watch Ireland AM. Sinead Desmond 
is pretty and friendly but that Alan Hughes is hard fuckin' work! 
 
Unlock at 9.30am. Prisoners appear on the landing, brushes and mops are 
grabbed, bins emptied, chat and talk. You look around, you know no-one, 
you're out of place, you just want to go back into your cell and bang out 
the door. But you can't, you must go out, you're sent out, out to the yard. 
The yard is grim. 30m x 30m of black tarmac surrounded by high concrete 
walls and steel fences topped with razor wire. The ground is filthy, stained 
with dirt and spit. Many prisoners spit, a lot, hacking and spitting 
constantly, even inside the prison. There's a toilet in the corner of the yard. 
It's filthy. There's a water tap there too but it's broken. The morning 
session in the yard is long. 2½ hours till lock-up for lunch at 12noon. Some 
prisoners walk, in circles, some play cards or just sit and stand around 
chatting and smoking. The Travellers play hand-ball against the high wall, 
they're good players. Everyone looks hard, and prisoners are a dangerous 
looking lot. You pick someone out to talk to, to walk with, so as you're not 
on your own. You're nervous, struggling for things to say, wanting to just 
be normal like the other prisoners. You're careful when you look at people 

and make sure not to bump into anyone. You're vulnerable and careful not 
to make any wrong moves. 
 
Some prisoners are called from the yard for school, or the gym, or a visit, 
or a visit to the governor. These are your options too, and you make a 
mental note of every bit of information coming your way. In fact, I always 
carried a small note book and a pen with me and made notes of everything 
I thought important.  
 
I was called to see the Governor on my first day, Deputy Governor Ms Ethel 
Gavin, a nice lady, in fact. She set me straight on one or two things I was 
unclear about and put me at ease. Mr James Kelly the Chief Prison Officer 
sat with her and smiled pleasantly at me. The 'Governor's Parade' is a daily 
option that all prisoners have access to any weekday morning. It may be 
the governor that you meet, or a deputy governor or a senior officer 
deputising. 
 
I did meet the then Governor Mr Daniel Scannell on my first 2009 visit to 
the prison. We talked briefly about the circumstances that landed me in 
prison. “You can't beat city hall” he said to me as I left the room. It may 
look that way but I disagreed. Mr Martin Reilly is the new governor now 
and I met him on occasion on my second longer spell inside. 
 
The morning period of 'unlock' ends at 12 noon and you are called back to 
your cell for lunch, which you collect at about 12.15pm and bring back to 
your cell. I would watch 'Midday' on TV3, a women's panel discussion show 
styled on the UK's 'Loose Women'. I enjoyed that, there are some 
articulate interesting women who contribute regularly, but they're 
cushioned, mostly privileged individuals, and don't understand 'protest' 
issues, like the protests around the Dail at the time which they hadn't the 
capacity to address rightly. There are some eejits on that show though. I'd 
lie on the bed after my lunch, listening to the news at one and inevitably 
dozing off till unlock again at 2.30pm. 
 
Back out to the yard again till 4pm and locked in for tea till 5.30pm. Unlock 



at 5.30pm for 2 hours recreation in the 'rec' room till 7.30pm. The 'rec' is a 
couple of grim smoke filled rooms with 2 pool tables and some telephones. 
You get one 6 minute call a day. The prison officers stand guard outside, 
well, sit actually and read the same books as most of the prisoners – crime 
non-fiction! I would normally 'decline' the rec and stay in my cell. In fact, if 
I could, I preferred to stay in my cell for most of the day unless the weather 
was very good, especially for the first while, till I 'got me head together'. 
 
I spent the first 10 days out of 4 months in a double cell in the new block 
for remand prisoners, because the main 'sentenced' block was, as usual, 
overcrowded. My cell mate was sound and we accommodated each other 
quite comfortably. He was a heavy smoker though and the taps and 
shower in the cell didn't work properly. After 10 days I wrote to the 
governor asking to be moved to the main block and to my surprise I found 
myself in a bright single cell on the 3rd landing only a few hours later. It 
was probably luck that a cell became empty just at the time I wrote my 
letter, but even so my sense is that that cell was given to me with the good 
grace of the prison staff, which I appreciated. There were a few whimpers 
from other prisoners who were on the list for a single cell, it appears that I 
jumped the queue, but them's the breaks and I wasn't gonna be shifted 
once I entered the sanctuary of my single cell.  
 
And that's what the single cell was for me - sanctuary. 
 
Support. 
 
Locked up for at least 18 hours a day can be claustrophobic, but when I 
banged out my door I knew no-one would bother me and I was safe in my 
own world, with my telly and my kettle, my clean bed and ... the mail that 
started to flood in. 
 
Being a 'Shell to Sea' prisoner has its advantages. Pat O'Donnell and I had a 
certain novelty value which attracted the goodwill of most of the prisoners 
and some prison staff. And we were privileged to have the support of a lot 
of people on the outside. The support which came to my cell in the form of 

letters, articles, books, drawings and photos was overwhelming. It was a 
lifeline that lifted me right out of prison. 
 
I was a 'political prisoner' attached to an effective, high-profile campaign, 
there's no getting away from that. I've never gone on the offensive against 
any cop in Mayo, I just react to their cowardly violence and abuse of their 
power. They are the criminals, not me. They hide behind their uniform, I'm 
up front about what I do and have no shame or regret for anything I've 
done in protest situations. I've made mistakes and you learn as you go on. I 
might do things differently now in similar circumstances, but there is no 
shame in standing up to those tossers. 
 
Pat O'Donnell. 
 
'The Chief' Pat O'Donnell was sentenced over 2 months before me, initially 
housed in the main block and moved to 'the Grove' before I arrived in the 
jail. The Grove is a recent initiative, designed to be progressive and 
rehabilitative for long term, settled and political prisoners. It's a small 
housing estate for about 50-60 prisoners, isolated from the main block, 
with more freedom for inmates who live there. You can garden there and 
grow and cook your own food, do your house up a bit and walk in the 
grounds, on grass, inside its own boundaries. Some sex offenders are 
housed there and that is an issue which bothers other prisoners. In the 
main block, sex offenders are kept separate from the main population. 
 
Pat and myself were kept separate. I did meet him on the first day I was 
admitted to the prison. As I was being led past the houses on the way to 
the block I called over to some lads I could see there and asked for Pat. 
They called him quick and he came running to the fence. The prison officer 
was good enough to let us have a minute together. A strange moment, we 
both put our hands up to the steel fence to touch palm to palm and we 
stood like that for a moment to greet each other before I was taken away. I 
was glad of that. I'd gone to see Pat's wife Mary the night before and he 
phoned her while I was there. I spoke to him, he put me wide on a few 
things and gave me the names of some lads who'd been his friends in the 



main block. 
 
Apart from that short meeting, Pat and I never saw each other again in the 
prison. He was there from February to July and I was there from April to 
August. We wrote to one another regularly. I asked on a number of 
occasions to be transferred to the Grove to be with Pat and I was told that 
I was on the 'list' for consideration. In mid-June as Pat's release date drew 
near I went to the governor to make another appeal. Mr Kelly, the senior 
officer was deputising that morning.  
 
“I'll put it to you this way Niall, you'll have more chance of getting to the 
houses when Pat's gone”. “Why is that?” I asked. “We're keeping ye 
separate”, said Mr Kelly. “Why is that?”, I asked. “Because you're 
protesters”. 
 
A slight shock to hear it so bluntly put, I didn't feel the need to discuss it 
any further than that. I had the information. 
 
I wrote to the governor to say that I appreciated Mr Kelly's honesty but I 
couldn't understand why we were being kept separate. Even republican 
prisoners are housed together. Gang members may need to be isolated 
from each other but we were neither of the above. I could only assume 
that the Gardai were giving the governor instructions. I queried him as to 
why he would be listening to those idiots. 
 
Governor Reilly called me to his office to discuss. He said there was simply 
no room in the Grove at the moment. I asked him was there any political 
pressure from any source influencing his decision to keep us separate. He 
said no. 
 
I knew there were spaces in the Grove. At least Mr Kelly had been straight 
with me. All the prisoners, and all the prison officers will tell you that Chief 
Officer Mr James Kelly is straight. I appreciated that. 
 
But Pat and I were denied the opportunity to share our prison experience 

together and I regret that. It was deep when we hooked up on the out. I 
was camped out on the small beach in Inver for a few days and we shot the 
breeze there together for a long while, chatting and laughing and 
remembering our prison friends.  
 
I've a lot of respect for Pat O'Donnell, he has taken the most hits of all. See 
here - http://www.indymedia.ie/article/95795 
 
Settling In. 
 
The first month was tough and very unsettling. It took me that long to get 
comfortable with myself in prison. It took me another month to get 
comfortable with other prisoners. It took me the next month to make 
friends. After 3 months of my time, they released Pat. An officer came to 
my door and told me to pack my bags - I was going to the Grove! 
 
Some of the lads had gathered around my door, there was the whiff of a 
single cell on offer, nothing is lost on the prisoners. I said to the guard that 
I wanted to stay. The lads were saying go, go. I said no, I'd prefer to stay 
here with my friends if it was all the same. I only wanted to be over there 
to be with the Chief. The guard went away to make a call and came back 
10 minutes later and told me I was safe where I was. I knew I'd made the 
right decision. Yes, I was tempted to go to the Grove to see it and 
experience it, and Pat said there was a welcome there for me, but I wanted 
to use the last month of my own sentence to enjoy the company of my 
new friends. And that's exactly what I did. 
 
Little things mean a lot in jail. When I first I arrived on the landing and I 
was unlocked for the first time, a lad came straight in saying “You're one of 
them Shell to Sea boys, you should not be fucking in here. Do you need 
anything, dvd player, cd's, what? Just ask ok?” Later, another lad came in 
with a stereo. I had one cd of my own which was a gift sent in later to me 
after I watched a documentary about the band - The Dixie Chicks Live, a 
double album. Love it. I used to rock in my cell listening to it and trying to 
play some of it. I had a mandolin and tin whistle with me, and I practised a 
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lot. I borrowed Amy Winehouse and Bob Dylan. I was careful about what I 
listened to, only the best, I kept it real! 
 
At the peak of jail overcrowding and when I didn't go to the Grove there 
was talk of them putting an extra prisoner on a mattress on the floor of my 
cell, which is very uncomfortable for both people. I'd had a man on my 
floor before for a few days and it made me value my sanctuary even more 
when he was gone. I chatted with my immediate neighbour about it, a man 
who took a long time to get to know, he won't mind me saying. He was 
distant and just didn't seem to want to engage with me at all from the 
start, even though we were next door neighbours. It took a while. The first 
breakthrough was when I borrowed his sweeping brush off him and he told 
me to keep it! The next was when he said to me, straight out of the blue, 
“Niall, if it bothers you that much to have a prisoner on your floor, and it 
happens, just put him in here with me, I'll take him”. I couldn't believe I 
was hearing this from a man with whom I was struggling to talk to and 
befriend. I'd never have done it to him, but that sincere offer blew me 
away, I have to say. “We've got your back Niall”, he said. When the door 
banged out for the night that evening at 7.30pm I lay back on the bed, 
conscious that my neighbour was just 2 feet away from me on the other 
side of the wall. We were that close, and what he had said had brought us 
closer. I wanted to talk and chat and be friends, but the cell had us barred 
and he's doing 3 years. 
 
We were chatting another time and he asked me about my girlfriend, how 
long we were together, and what age she was. “We're both in our forties”, 
I said. He's in his twenties. “You're grand so”, he says. “The young ones I 
hang around with ... they wouldn't wait for a fuckin' bus”! 
 
Quote of the day! 
 
The lads were playing football another day and a fella got hurt. Lads were 
always getting injured playing football. “You'll always get good players in 
prison”, one prisoner told me. But it's rough. And ... eh ... “it's never a 

foul in prison unless it's a stab”! 

 
Routine. 
 
Prison routine is healthy, in my opinion. I took advantage of it. Unlock at 
9.30am and into the gym most mornings by 10am. You can shower in the 
gym and be back in your cell fit, washed and fresh in time for lunch at 
12.15pm. Most prisoners have a snooze after lunch till unlock again at 
2.30pm. If the weather was fine I'd go to the yard and walk. I decided I'd 
use the yard time to just walk and get more exercise that way. Lads would 
join me intermittently and we'd talk and walk in circles till lock-up for tea 
at 4pm. If I didn't go to the yard for the afternoon, I'd just practice music in 
my cell and learn a few tunes. Prisoners are allowed to have instruments 
and music books in the cells. I'd never go out to the yard or the 'rec' room 
again at 5.30pm. I'd just stay in the cell. Lock up for the night is at 7.30pm. 
Nobody bothers you again till morning. A minimum of 18 hours enforced 
lock-up per day. It didn't bother me. I'd watch television into the night, 
write the odd letter and practice a few tunes. 
 
You're entitled to wear your own clothes in prison but not till after they've 
been checked and tagged for the laundry a few days after you arrive. You 
must pack three of everything to avail of this privilege. 3 pairs of jeans or 
tracksuit bottoms, 6 t-shirts, 3 sweatshirts etc. One jacket is ok, or just a 
couple of pairs of shorts for the gym is fine too. Trainers for the gym and 
flip-flops for the shower are available free at reception if you need them. 
Tracksuits rolled up to below the knee with white trainers is the prison 
fashion. 
 
You need to be pro-active about getting what you want in prison. Forms 
have to be sourced and paperwork filled out to secure your prison visits 
and your phone calls. If you want something you must ask for it, and keep 
asking till you get it. You'll need patience, because everything in prison is a 
wait. 
 
Haircuts are done by a small number of other prisoners who have taken on 
the role. Barbers have the use of an electric hair clippers only. Scissors are 



not allowed because they may be used as a weapon. Buzz-cuts are the 
norm in prison and it's quick and easy to stay clean with a short haircut. 
 
Food. 
 
Dinner at noon is generally meat, chicken or fish with potatoes and 
vegetables. You wolf it down. Prisoners volunteer for work in the kitchen 
and some of them are trained chefs. There's no doubt in my mind that they 
work hard to produce tasty dinners for their fellow prisoners from fairly 
basic supplies. Tea at 4pm is a small affair – a bun-burger, a baked potato 
or a bowl of tinned spaghetti or some such. Or a steak and kidney pie ... 
hardly anyone ate them, they are rotten. Some prisoners love them and 
they stack up their plates with the ones left behind by the others who have 
no other choice but bread and jam. Dinners are filling, nourishing and 
tasty. Teas are meagre. You'd be hungry again by 8pm. You've got to be 
wise how you eat and store food in your cell. You can collect as many bags 
of cereal you want in the mornings and as much bread as you need at tea 
time. Likewise there's no shortage of milk, butter and jams.  
 
Then there's the shop. Once a week you get a supervised visit to the 'tuck 
shop' to spend your prison allocated allowance of about €2.50 a day. You 
are entitled to receive money from the outside too and it's all credited to 
your account. Some lads walk out of the shop with bags of stuff, mostly 
drinks, sweets, chocolate, biscuits, cigarettes and tobacco. Some lads 
spend up to a €100 a week ... on pure shite! They must have very generous 
families. 
 
But you can also supplement your diet with tuna, processed cheese and 
pot-noodles! Not great, but it'll get you over the 8pm hunger pangs. The 
kitchens may have leftovers and overspill too. Fruit and yoghurts that need 
to be eaten by a certain date are recycled through the prison by the 
kitchen crew in exchange for cigarettes. It's a good little system and I'm 
giving nothing away here. Food close to its best-by date is used up rather 
than being thrown out and the kitchen lads are entitled to the perks for 
their hard work. No-one begrudges them that and there's no need to be 

hungry in prison. 
 
Drugs. 
 
I had to have a chat with some of the prisoners about writing about drugs 
in prison. I didn't want to create trouble for anyone. The lads had no 
problem encouraging me to write what I saw. There are few secrets in 
prison, in any case. 
 
I've been around drugs and taken drugs when I was younger. But I can 
honestly say that the first time I ever saw heroin and the first time I was 
ever offered heroin, was in jail. This is a problem that faces prisoners. I can 
see and understand how prisoners are tempted and become vulnerable to 
addiction. No prison is drug free, but Castlerea, in my view, is a quiet, 
settled prison without what you would call a drug problem. Unlike 
Mountjoy for example. I've heard some bad stories about that prison. That 
is a dangerous place, a bad jail. Lads in Castlerea smoke the odd joint and 
smoke a bit of heroin to get them through the long nights, the long months 
and the long years. The jail goes through phases when there are drugs to 
be had in the prison and phases where things are quiet. I don't think it's 
possible to maintain a serious drug habit in Castlerea. 
 
What concerns me a little more is the fact that there are steroids available 
to lads who lift weights in the gym. The gym in Castlerea is generally well-
equipped with weight resistance machines, treadmills, bikes and rowers. 
There are no free-weights, which could be used as weapons. If you set 
yourself a nice routine in the gym, the equipment is there to enable you to 
get fit and strong. Physical fitness and well-being is good for prisoners and 
helps keep a happy jail. Protein powders and milkshakes are also available 
from the shop ... at an inflated price, it has to be said. I wouldn't have 
expected to see steroids in jail but as usual, prisoners talk and nothing 
remains a secret for long. The long term prisoners who are committed to a 
long term training regime are sensible settled prisoners. It's the younger 
lads that are vulnerable to the temptation of steroids through peer 
pressure. If their mates are taking them they think they must be alright, 



and “... sure look at the fuckin' size of him, he's massive”! Steroids are not 
good for body or mind. I was disappointed to see lads so ready to take risks 
with their health in jail.  
 
As Ali said to Foreman in the ring - "You picked the wrong place to get 
tired"! 
 
Prison is no place to be unstable. You've got to keep it together. 
 
Being Productive. 
 
If the routine is a help, it's important also to manage and discipline yourself 
into adopting a productive regime of some sort. Education and training is 
available to long term prisoners at the prison schools and workshops, open 
university included. Many prisoners do courses of one sort or another. One 
of the lads, for example, discovered he was a great story teller after taking 
up 'creative writing'. 
 
But the reality is that some prisoners suffer hard from the deprivation of 
liberty. A friend of mine in jail told me how he never left his cell for the 
first 5 or 6 years of his life sentence for murder. “I spent all those years 
right behind that door”, he said. “They filled me with drugs for my 
depression and I put on stones in weight. I was too scared to come out. I 
should have complained to the doctor but I was too fuckin' tired!” 
 
We laughed our heads off together at that. 
 
His sense of humour had obviously returned along with his sanity by the 
time we met, because he had applied himself over recent years to 
snapping out of it. But it was a choice he had to make and something he 
had to work at. I'm proud to call that man my friend. 
 
Another lad came in on while medication for depression. They put him on 
the floor of another man's cell, took his drugs from him and gave him 
paracetamol (the cure for all ills in Castlerea) instead. He cut his own wrists 

in the middle of the night. He didn't die thankfully. 
 
Lifers talk about the 'prison warehouse'. I'm convinced that most murders 
are committed by accident. By that I mean they are not planned. 
Circumstances give rise to a fight and someone winds up dead. A 
conviction for murder is an automatic life sentence. It's possible to be 
released on parole after 16 years or so. The parole board won't even meet 
you till you've done at least 8 years. A successful achievement on an anger 
management course is just one of the requirements set by the board. 
Lifers talk about simply being warehoused in the meantime with little 
interest shown in their welfare or early rehabilitation. They are just locked 
up away from society.  
 
John Lonergan the ex-governor of Mountjoy prison writes in his book - 
http://www.johnlonergan.ie of his efforts to progressively improve the 
prison system in the interest of prison inmates. He was obstructed at 
nearly every turn by the Irish Prison Service, prison officials and 
government ministers, and left isolated. The recent 'Report on an 
Inspection of Limerick prison' - http://www.iprt.ie/prison-reports - for 
example, is damning. I'm surprised more prisoners don't sue the Prison 
Service and the Minister for Justice for breaches of human rights, rights 
which remain lawfully attached to prisoners despite the deprivation of 
their liberty. Legal actions by prisoners would go a long way to improving 
things for prisoners. 
 
I doubt if a lot of murderers would ever kill again. I'm pretty sure the lads I 
knew would pose no danger to society if they were pardoned or released 
early for good reason. They are good lads, settled and mature now they've 
done a long stretch in jail. 
 
I wound up on the top floor of the main prison block, the 3rd landing – the 
'threes'. The 1st landing on the ground floor, the 'ones' is a thoroughfare of 
double cells filled with young criminals. All prisoners use the 'ones' to get 
to the other parts of the prison. I spent some time there. It's busy, noisy 
and volatile on the 'ones'. You dare not leave your cell with the door open, 
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you will be robbed. The 'twos' and the 'threes' above are quieter. Most of 
the lifers and long term prisoners are up on the 'threes' and there's a tidy 
community spirit up there among the mature prisoners where most of the 
cells are singles. Stealing on the 'threes' is a no-no. Prisoners look out for 
one another and it's safe to leave your door open. I enjoyed the stability 
and the friendship of the long-term community on the 3rd landing. 
 
People assume prisons to be dangerous places filled with dangerous men. 
If things boiled over that would be true. There are no shrinking violets in 
prison. Prisoners have to be selfish to protect themselves and they will 
fight, but I've seen the way lads look out for each other. 
 
Fights. 
 
Fights are common enough in Castlerea and a lot of them take place in the 
yard when the prison officers are locked outside. It's normally the younger 
lads that fight when tensions rise and their mates stir it up. You always 
know when there's going to be a fight. Things go very quiet in the yard and 
people start sitting down, watching. There's normally one or two lads 
winding up some lad to fight some other lad because of what someone 
said or did. Inevitably two lads stand up and face up. Travellers' rules 
apply, dukes up, a fair fight. A ring forms around the fighters and there's 
some hard punches thrown. The prison officers radio around the jail for 
support and the fight is broken up in minutes if not seconds. The lads are 
usually friends again the following day. Prison officers encourage lads to 
shake hands. It's rare enough that a serious fight resulting in serious injury 
will happen, but it does happen. Lads may fight in their cells and things can 
kick off anywhere.  
 
Bullying goes on. I heard one story about an overcrowded holding cell in 
the basement where 4 or 5 lads were being held. A new prisoner, a 
foreigner, used the term 'knacker' by mistake. A traveller threw a bowl at 
him hitting him in the face. He was forced to write out 100 lines of - “I will 
never call a traveller a knacker again”.  
 

But fights don't happen without a reason and there's no reason to feel 
threatened unless you provoke someone. Generally, prisoners just want to 
get along. 
 
What happens in the prison generally stays in the prison. It's illegal to 
assault someone or to have mobile phones or drugs. But punishment is 
confined to the prison in the form of withdrawal of privileges or sometimes 
a lengthening of a sentence. Prison officers don't go telling tales to the 
police. 
 
At the end of my stint in jail I felt completely safe in prison and in the 
prison yard, the place where I felt most intimidated at the start. Castlerea 
is a safe prison, in my view, unless you want it to be otherwise. I used to 
walk around the yard surrounded by criminals of all ages, backgrounds and 
type and think to myself - this is a safe place for me - “I'm safe as houses in 
here”. 
 
I used only have a Little Bit of Ying and Fuckin' Loads of Yang. Now I'm 
Totally Bleedin' Zen. 
 
When I left prison my head was clear. I was super-sensitised to all around 
me when I came in, it must be a survival instinct. It's very healthy. I sucked 
in anything of positive value and instantly rejected anything of no value. 
For example, if a prison officer was rude I never looked at them or spoke to 
them again. If they were polite, I soaked up their good manners and relied 
on them if I needed something. I kept it simple. I would only borrow the 
cream of musical cd's to have in my cell, no mediocrity. I decided that I 
would eat everything that was handed to me, but I would buy no shite at 
the shop. I would walk in the yard rather than sit around. And I was 
privileged to receive a lot of mail from friends and campaign supporters. 
That's what made the difference for me. Those letters took my head out of 
jail and I plastered the walls of my cell with photos of the new Rossport 
Solidarity Camp and the annual summer Gathering. At times I would think 
“Am I the only prisoner actually buzzing in my cell?” Well, legally buzzing 
anyway, as someone pointed out to me afterwards!  



 
I thought about my life and questioned how my family would view my 
jailing. Every parent wants their child to be a 'success'. The answer was 
simple. It's my success in life to have lived and worked with friends of the 
calibre that live on the Rossport Solidarity Camp. I wouldn't have it any 
other way. I put my term in jail down to part of the whole experience of a 
full-on campaign. 
 
Facing court cases and the threat of jail is stressful and debilitating. When I 
was sent to Castlerea prison I was weak, unsure and under-confident. 
There's no doubt that all prisoners, including myself, struggle in many ways 
to come to terms with being incarcerated. In spite of that, jail gave me the 
chance to think. When I left I was calm and clear. 
 
The Jailing of Teresa Treacy. 
 
Teresa Treacy is a 65 year old woman who spent 24 days in Mountjoy 
Women's prison in September 2011. She had blocked the ESB from 
entering her land and felling her native trees in order to build an 
overground powerline. The High Court ordered that she let the ESB in. She 
refused to obey that court order and wound up in jail for her 'non-
compliance'. A public outcry at the injustice of her imprisonment 
pressurised the ESB into asking the court for her release. 
 
Ms Treacy had told the court that she had no intention of complying. 
Barrister for the ESB, Mr Michael Conlon asked the court to discharge Ms 
Treacy's contempt order. He referred to what he called the 'Shell to Sea' 
judgement of High Court Judge Finnegan, 2005, in the case of the Rossport 
Five, who were committed to jail in similar circumstances. This judgement 
outlines the precedent for Mr Conlon's application. 
 
Committal to jail for contempt is intended to be coercive on the person to 
comply with court orders. A person is sent to jail in order to make them 
comply. It is not the intent of a committal/contempt order to be punitive. 
There comes a point when the coercive element of the order 'runs out' at 

which point the order becomes, in effect, a punishment. At this point a 
remedy is needed. The remedy in Ms Treacy's case was her release and the 
discharge of the order. However the law is entitled to punish a contemnor 
for disobeying the court. It was Mr Conlon's submission that 24 days in jail 
was punishment enough. The Judge agreed and told Ms Treacy she was 
free to go. 
 
These 2 precedents set by the Shell to Sea and Teresa Treacy cases are 
now the 'case law' by which future contempt cases will be judged. In effect 
what it means is that if someone is willing to disobey a court order in 
similar circumstances, it appears now that the law has no power to jail 
them for more than a few weeks. 
 
I mention this case because it's possible to face jail, when campaigning, for 
either contempt of court or a criminal conviction. 
 
Rossport Solidarity Campers facing Imprisonment. 
 
Shell have all the cards now in relation to the development of the Corrib 
Gas Project. The shameful and final recent An Bord Pleanala decision in 
Shell's favour remains intact, despite dozens of legal flaws submitted to 
the High Court by the environmental group An Taisce over the course of 
2011. However, An Taisce pulled out before the case was heard in full 
when the State offered them a 'settlement'. Local people feel betrayed by 
An Taisce, to say the least. This was a winning case that would have 
stopped the project, in my opinion. For example, the State has admitted 
that European Environmental Law has been breached at Corrib, but An 
Taisce did not try to hammer home a court judgement to that effect. An 
Taisce are refusing to disclose the terms of that settlement, even to local 
residents who donated money and raised funds to run the case. The local 
community have now all but given up their campaign against the project. 
 
The activists at the Rossport Solidarity Camp remain focused, however, 
and maintain their constant efforts, week after week, month after month, 
year after year, to physically disrupt and block work on the project. Many 



of them have been continually arrested over the last year and a special 
court sitting will take place shortly where about 20 camp activists face 
criminal charges of obstruction and civil disobedience. 
 
It's possible that one or two of those fine people will end up in Castlerea 
prison very shortly. 
 
If they do, I know they'll find a warm welcome from the lads in Castlerea. 
 
But they'll do their time to the day. Time off for good behaviour is one 
thing, but unlike 'normal' prisoners, Shell to Sea prisoners do not qualify 
for early release. 
 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Special thanks to my prison friends. 
 
Special thanks also to Eddie Geraghty.  
Related Link: http://www.shelltosea.com 

 

http://www.shelltosea.com/


Trees saved as Alexandra Park overhaul is scaled 

back  

Protesters began occupying Alexandra Park, in Whalley Range, over fears 

400 trees would be felled as part of the huge redevelopment  

 
A protester at Alexandra Park in Whalley Range.  

The council has now agreed to fell fewer trees  

Council staff have scaled back plans for a multi-million pound park restora-

tion after clashing with green campaigners over the number of trees that 

would be lost. 

Protesters began occupying Alexandra Park, in Whalley Range, over fears 

400 trees would be felled as part of the huge redevelopment. 

The council has announced it will only build four new tennis courts in the 

park, not six – meaning fewer trees will have to be removed. Money for six 

courts had already been provided by the Lawn Tennis Association and the 

council said the decision ‘was not taken lightly’. 

In other parts of the park, a further 33 trees due to be chopped down will be 

allowed to remain.  A wildlife consultant will be brought in to oversee the 

rest of the work as it continues throughout the year. 

Members of the Save Alexandra Park Trees group, which has led the pro-

tests, described it as a ‘minor victory’. 

The group is continuing its campaign to further reduce the number of trees 

felled with another protest event planned to take place in the park today. 

The campaigners have collected 4,000 names on a petition to save the trees, 

but some residents have accused them of ‘bullying’ tactics. 

Mike Harrop, 43, who lives on nearby Mayfield Road, said: “I’m happy that 

a compromise seems to have been reached. Some people, like the Friends of 

Alexandra Park group, have worked for years towards this project. Why 

weren’t the protesters at the earlier meetings? It looks like their bullying has 

worked, which is a shame.” 

Coun Nigel Murphy, executive member for the environment,  said: “Plan-

ning permission was originally granted to remove 256 trees, however the 

felling of a tree is not a decision we take lightly so we are assessing each 

tree on a case-by-case basis. 

"If a tree can be preserved without significantly impacting the regeneration, 

it will remain. We are also committed to planting 100 new trees.” 

  

 

 

 



“This isn’t tree-huggers and nutters" - campaigners 

go out on a limb to save their park from a 'travesty'  

Protesters, camped out in Alexandra park for the past five days battling to 

save woodland from destruction, were moved on by police – but then scaled 

a different set of trees. 

 

 
A protester in the trees in Alexandra park  

Protesters battling to save woodland from destruction were moved on by police – but 

then scaled a different set of trees. 

A group of residents have been camped out in Alexandra Park, Moss Side, for the last 

five days in an attempt to block council plans for the space. 

The town hall wants to spend £4.5m creating a restored lodge and pavilion plus a new 

cricket oval, tennis courts, lakeside cafe and changing rooms. 

More than 3,500 people have also signed a petition against the move. They say the 

development is a ‘travesty’ that goes against the wishes of local people. 

But council bosses have dismissed the camp as a ‘handful of noisy protesters’ and say 

full consultation has been carried out. 

Yesterday police moved in to shift around a dozen protesters –  but they moved their 

treetop camp to another part of the park. 

Campaign organiser Rionne Avis, 43, from Dudley Road, Whalley Range, said: “They 

were forced to move and served a notice saying that legal action will be taken if they 

don’t leave the park. 

“They were moved to another part of the park but despite that, people climbed the trees 

and chained themselves to them to try to stop it. 

“This isn’t tree-huggers and nutters –  I’m an accountant and mother of two kids and 

it’s not like this is a tramway or motorway where it’s public utility versus environmen-

tal impact. 

“This is a park. It’s a travesty. It’s supposed to be an oasis and it’s just being turned 

into a foolish development.” 

Protesters say around 400 trees will go under the plans, but the town hall puts the fig-

ure at closer to 230 – and says 100 more will be planted. 

Eamonn O’Rourke, head of communities and culture for Manchester council, said the 

develop would create a ‘wonderful’ asset for the area. 

He said: “The actions of a handful of noisy protesters who are trespassing on the site 

are now holding up much-needed improvements to the park which have widespread 

public support. 

“Indeed all the evidence from our ongoing conversations with local people – which 

date back several years as these plans have been developed – suggest that the majority 

are behind the plans.” 

He said the number of trees due to be felled had already been reduced, but added: “It is 

now our responsibility to deliver the plans.” 



Sinking ships & global 

injustice: week 11 of the 

Combe Haven trials 

February 11, 2014 by combehavendefenders 

 

Foreground: the five defendants for trial #5 

The verdicts for trials #4 and #5 will be given at Brighton 

Magistrates Court on 12 and 18 March respectively. Defendants have 

been told to appear at 10am. The address is: The Law Courts, 

Edward Street, BN2 0LG. 

The second week of Trial #5 began with Clare Sandbrook, boss of 

Shergroup, giving evidence about the warrants which authorised the 

bailiffs to remove people from the land. 

 

Courtroom sketch by Emily Johns: a defendant gives evidence. 

Even though the warrants were issued by East Sussex County 

Council (ESCC) to Clare Sandbrook personally, and she had helped 

ESCC to draft them, she seemed unfamiliar with one when it was 

handed to her in the witness box. Chief Inspector Keating then took 

the witness stand to explain the arrest policy he had had in place for 

the protests, specifically that protestors in trees who expressed a 

wish to come down and needed help to do so would not be arrested. 

https://combehavendefenders.wordpress.com/2014/02/11/sinking-ships-global-injustice-week-11-of-the-combe-haven-trials/
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The warrants issue rumbled on with further evidence from, amongst 

others, a Mr Grout, head of legal services for ESCC ,who explained 

how he only noticed that the dates were missing from the warrants 

as the courier arrived to whisk them off into the hands of the bailiffs 

in the valley. 

Running through most of the week was a tussle over a piece of 

hearsay evidence against Rosa and Patrick from a climber, even 

though the guy could not attend court to give his evidence and be 

cross-examined because he was on a Royal Marines exercise in the 

Arctic. With help from defence barristers Patrick and Rosa objected, 

not least because they had never seen this statement before the 

trial. After a bizarre running exchange of nautical metaphors 

between the Judge (a former naval man) and Edwards (“the ship is 

sinking”; “I feel the icy water around my ankles”; “the pumps were 

not manned overnight and I am taking to the lifeboat”), the 

prosecutor gave up and abandoned ship on this one! 

Mr Pinder, the engineer co-ordinating the site clearance for the road, 

started out as a confident witness for the prosecution eg. boldly 

claiming that all of the Heras fencing at the Decoy Pond eviction was 

within the Compulsory Purchase Order (CPO) land. On this and other 

points, he slowly gave ground under cross-examination by the 

defence. At first he conceded that there could have been a small 

error of perhaps 0.5m regarding the fencing position. Subsequently 

he was presented with a video screen shot showing the northern 

fencing line a good 8 – 10 m beyond what Pinder himself had 

identified as the CPO boundary – a fact that he attempted to wriggle 

out of, pitifully, with reference to errors of perspective. 

 

Courttoom sketch by Emily Johns: the prosecutor momentarily flummoxed 

At “half-time” (actually Wednesday, Day 6 of 8), the defence made 

submissions of no case to answer which the Judge mulled over, 

raising hopes briefly, before dismissing them. Nat and Polly gave 

evidence, both standing up strongly to the prosecutor’s probing. 

During Polly’s long cross-examination from the prosecutor, she 

argued consistently that her tree platform had been her home. The 

prosecutor then asked her why, if that were the case, following her 

arrest she had not given her address as “1, The Trees, Decoy 



Camp”. Quick as a flash Polly answered, “Because it had been 

destroyed”, leaving the prosecutor momentarily flummoxed. 

None of the other defendants gave evidence, and there were no 

other witnesses, so – in marked contrast to the glacial pace of the 

prosecution – the defence moved along swiftly. 

Friday afternoon saw closing statements from both the Prosecution 

and the Defence. Self-represented defendants, Rosa and Patrick, 

went last of all, and seized the opportunity to talk about the real 

issues: destruction of green spaces, climate change, road-building 

creating more traffic, the neglect of sustainable transport options, 

undemocratic decisions, and underlying issues of global injustice. 

So at the end of the last trial, all those opposed to the BHLR can be 

pleased that we literally had the last word. As Rosa said in her 

closing statement (paraphrasing), “we should be found not guilty 

because we did more good than harm in standing up against the 

road”. Yes, it’s as simple as that. Let’s hope justice will be done this 

time. 

The verdicts for trials #4 and #5 will be given at Brighton 

Magistrates Court on 12 and 18 March respectively. Defendants have 

been told to appear at 10am. The address is: The Law Courts, 

Edward Street, BN2 0LG. 

November 23, 2013  

Statement from the women of Boulevard Hugo 51  

This is what the women living in Boulevard Hugo 51 say, most come from 

Eritrea and Ethiopia : 

We don`t have any place to sit, to live or to have a rest, we have nothing. So 

we want to stay here. We want to have the chance to stay here. 

We left our country to search for freedom and now we are still afraid. Until 

when are we going to be scared? We have no freedom here, its a cat and a 

rat game, we are always running, running, running. We came to Europe for 

freedom, but where is it? 

We came over the sea, from Sudan to Lybia and than to Italy, we have been 

escaping from the beginning of our journey. We didnt leave because of 

economic reasons, we had food and shelter, some of us were going to 

university, but women and men have to go to the military service for two 

years, which can be changed to an illimitated amout of time. 

We have no choice. And we are afraid of it. We left and we never have the 

chance to go back. If we go back we have to go to jail or even get killed. 

We are looking for freedom, the journey was very dangerous. In Lybia for 

example there is a lot of racism for example, a lot of african have been 

killed. And now we are here in Europe and play the cat and rat game. 

Everytime we see the police, we run away. Is it because we are „illegal“ or 

is it because we are black? Why people treat us like that? Some of us 

thought about staying in France, but after what they lived, they don`t see 

freedom here. They don`t want to live in racism again. They came for 

freedom, not for this. More than anything freedom is important, more than 

food or shelter. One of us got beaten by the police and than they put here in 

the garbage. An other one of us has been driven far away from Calais in the 

middle of the night. For what reason? 

We don`t have any other place than this house, if we loose it, we will be in 

the street, we want to have the chance to stay here! 

https://calaismigrantsolidarity.wordpress.com/2013/11/23/statement-from-the-women-of-boulevard-hugo-51/


Illegal Eviction of Occupied House in Calais 

 

The mayor of Calais ranks amongst the most extreme Right in France! 

Today February 28, 2014, an occupied house belonging to the Municipality, 

located at 3 Impasse Leclercq, was illegally evicted in the early afternoon 

despite conclusive and legally sound evidence of it having been occupied 

for at least three days (meaning it should be entitled to a court case and 

notice under french law)! The media had been informed several hours 

before the eviction and two leading newspapers in the area had published 

proof of occupation. “La Voix de Nord” published an article showing a 

picture of this proof, sealed registered letters with the sent date, Wednesday, 

February 26, 2014 in which there were testimonies and timestamped photos 

showing that the occupation of the building had been for longer than 48 

hours. 

The Municipality chose to deliberately ignore this evidence and demand the 

expulsion of the house. What reasons do they have to publicly flout the law 

for the umteenth time? Under the name of “municipal government” they 

behave like a cowboy gang, treating the law as their play thing; only 

respecting it when it suits their purposes, and not afraid to break it when it 

does not. 

This morning an official from the Municipality accompanied by an officer 

from the municipal police and the Police Nationale visited the residence. 

They received the evidence of the occupation that the inhabitants provided. 

However, in the early afternoon seven vans of CRS accompanied by many 

other police cars, marked and unmarked,came to evict!  

Sealed registered letter posted to the 3 impasse Leclercq, Calais 

 

People tried to talk to the police reminding them of the illegality of theirs 

actions, and that a decision of the district court was necessary before an 

expulsion. However, the police ignored this and directly broke down the 

door without offering the occupants a way out. Residents and inhabitants 

tried to capture the actions of the police, but they grabbed the camera and 

threw them against the wall. 

The occupants inside the building were also treated brutally, testimonies of 

which are being taken to make complaints against the police. Those inside 

were arrested, but released a few hours later without charge or even being 

interviewed, demonstrating once again that these expulsions are legally 

baseless! They seem to only have one goal: to empty the house of its 

inhabitants at all costs, regardless of the legality of their actions or the 

physical and psychological damage that this causes. 

Three other occupied houses were also discovered by police during the day. 

Residents of these three places also provided evidence of their occupation 

for more than 48 hours to the media and the police. These homes do not 

belong to the city, but to other public institution who, for the moment, do 

not show the eagerness that Calais Ville does to illegally evict the 

inhabitants. 



The complaint for illegal eviction from the house of 3 impasse Leclercq is 

under way, and all the original evidence was received by our lawyer and 

will be presented in court. We are ready to repeat this complaint for the 

other three places that have been opened, as long as our right to housing is 

not respected. 

 

Call to all squatters, antifascists and everyone else to support the struggle 

in Calais!  

Emergency situation in Calais!  

All squats and camps will be evicted in the next few days!  

On May 27th, the three main camps of Calais will be destroyed by the 

police. More than 600 people live in these camps, which were won through 

constant migrant struggle after a long series of evictions. No solution has 

been proposed for the evicted migrants. Moreover, a social centre and two 

further squats are up for eviction starting on May 30. All told, more than 

800 people will be put on to the street.  

In this stopping point on the way to England, squatting is the only housing 

solution that exists. It is also a tool of resistance for migrants to protect 

themselves from the violence and police harassment to which they are 

subjected in the camps and in the city. Today, the mayor of Calais’ fight 

against squatting has reached a new low. This time she has proposed a law 

which would change the 48 hour period in which squats must be evicted 

(which is not officially set down in French law). We know very little about 

the content of this law, other than that it will make a clear attack on the right 

to housing for all. The entire future of squatting in France is endangered by 

this law. 

We call all squatters to take action in their own cities to defend themselves 

from this grave threat to the right to squat. Moreover, we call all squatters, 

activists and militants to come fight this law where it was born: here, in 

Calais! 

We call everyone to come and resist these evictions and to squat more 

empty buildings in Calais. 

We call everyone who believes that after years of constant evictions with no 

solution for housing the migrants, this game of cat and mouse must end, 

because it takes place at the cost of the living conditions of refugees. 

Antifascists, militants, activists, Zadists, freedom marchers: come support 

the struggle in Calais! 
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