
occupy everything

“Nonviolent direct action seeks to create such a crisis and 
foster such a tension that a community which has constantly 
refused to negotiate is forced to confront the issue. It seeks 
so to dramatize the issue that it can no longer be ignored... 
The purpose of our direct action program is to create a situ-
ation so crisis packed that it will inevitably open the door to 
negotiation.” Martin Luther King, Jr.

“I’m not leaving until tanks roll through”
overheard at Westlake Square

“Everyone is welcome” Maria Guillen Days of Action

“OCCUPY EVERYTHING DEMAND NOTHING”
Slogan of the 2009 U of California occupations

“The occupations will thrive on the actions we take. We’re 
not just here to ‘speak truth to power’–when we only speak, 
the powerful turn a deaf  ear to us. Let’s make space for au-
tonomous initiatives and organize direct action that con-
fronts the source of  social inequalities and injustices.”
some anarchists at Crimethinc.

“They have continuously sought to strip employees of 
the right to negotiate for better pay and safer working 
conditions.
“They have held students hostage with tens of thou-
sands of dollars of debt on education, which is itself a 
human right...
“Exercise your right to peaceably assemble; occupy 
public space; create a process to address the problems 
we face, and generate solutions accessible to everyone.” 
Declaration of the Occupation of New York City

“This is a grassroots satellite protest to bring awareness to 
the struggle on the streets of New York and to empower 
the 99% in this country. Drop in and help develop the 
movement.” A flyer for the Oct. 12 UW Walkout

“ ‘We found each other.’ That sentiment captures the beauty of 
what is being created here. A wide-open space (as well as an 
idea so big it can’t be contained by any space) for all the people 
who want a better world to find each other...
“Here are some things that don’t matter: What we wear. Wheth-
er we shake our fists or make peace signs. Whether we can fit 
our dreams for a better world into a media soundbite. And here 
are some things that do matter: Our courage. Our moral com-
pass. How we treat each other.” Naomi Klein

Saturday October 15
Occupy Everywhere Day of Action

Join at Westlake Square

Thursday October 20
UW Regents meeting, UW South Lake Union

Rally in Red Square, Noon

Saturday October 22
Stop Police Brutality Rally & March

Westlake Square, 2 pm

Friday October 28
Critical Mass Bike Parade

Red Square, 5 pm, Westlake Square, 5:30 pm

Thursday November 17
International Student Day of Action 

UW Regents meeting, UW Seattle

Friday November 25
Black Friday / Buy Nothing Day

Wednesday November 30
WTO N30 12th Anniversary

Learn More
occupyseattle.org

occupytogether.org
adbusters.org

occupywallst.org

“Wealthy Americans who benefit hugely from a system 
rigged in their favor react with hysteria to anyone who 
points out just how rigged the system is... They’re peo-
ple who got rich by peddling complex financial schemes 
that, far from delivering clear benefits to the American 
people, helped push us into a crisis whose aftereffects 
continue.” Paul Krugman

“No. We will not pay for your crisis.”
Slogan of the European uprisings



d
i
s
o
r
i
e
n
t
a
t
i
o
n
 
2
0
1
1

v
o
l
 
1
2
 
i
s
s
u
e
 
1

e



Hello! This is the Ruckus (dis)orientation guide to the Uni-
versity of Washington. It is an inversion of college orientation 
guides: it orients you about communities and cool activities 
around UW, and the things that are actually useful to know. 
It disorients you from the university administration’s intend-
ed plan to sell you an alienated mass-production education 
while draining you like the capitalist vampires they are. We 
made this because we feel it took years for us discover many 
great things around this campus; so we’ll pass along the re-
sults from years of accidents and serendipity.

This guide is also a zine, a do-it-ourselves publication 
made for cheap or free by everyday folks like you. Want to 
amplify your voice? You can find paper, copying machines, 
and help at the Student Resource Center, in the trailer on the 
HUB Lawn near the Allen Library breezeway. You can get 
thousands of free prints by getting five student friends to-
gether and forming a student organization. You can even get 
funding for supplies and events (up to $3,500 per group; see 
money.asuw.org). Registering a student organization takes a 
little paperwork and a visit to an orientation meeting:   
depts.washington.edu/sao/reg_process.php

Of course, you don’t need to register with anyone to get 
together with friends and make things happen. By “do-it-
ourselves,” we mean we can better represent ourselves and 
provide for our needs by organizing and learning together. 
Our self-determination begins and ends with our initiatives 
and actions; it must be established on a daily basis, by acting 
back on the world that acts upon us...whether that means 
calling in sick to work on a sunny day, planting a neighbor-
hood garden, or toppling a government.

Any action that sidesteps regulations, representatives, and 
authorities to accomplish a goal is direct action. For exam-
ple: You can vote for politicians who promise programs to 
end homelessness, or you can support occupations that 
actually provide people with shelter to survive. You can 
complain about mainstream media that ignore and misrep-
resent what’s important to you, or you can start writing. You 
can give money to a charity organization, or you can start 
your own Food Not Bombs chapter to feed yourself and oth-
ers all at once. You can sign a petition to protect a forest, but 
if that doesn’t work you can sit in the trees themselves.

Will you choose to vote with your ballot, your dollar, your 
counterculture fashion statements–or will you use your 
talents to solve problems without the middlemen? Repre-
sentation is usually the path of least resistance. In a society 
where political power, economic capital, and social control 
are centralized in the hands of an elite, many forms of direct 
action are discouraged. But you can’t change the world to 
distribute power equally except by learning firsthand how to 
exercise and share power–and that exercising and sharing, 
on any scale, is itself an ongoing, never-concluded project 
of revolution.

discontents  
 3. Student Survival

 3. I’m Bored, Not What?

 5. Seattle Music 101

6. Are You Experienced?

 7. All You Have To Do Is Ask

8. UW Declares War on Equality,  
 Teachers, and Science

 9. Sodexo: Past, Present 
  and Funeral

 11. Canada Threatens Planet,  
  Earthlings Fight Back

12. Did You Know? 
 Not Everyone Is A 
  College Student!

 13. “Organize! Oh Toilers”

 13. Which Side 
  Are You On?

14. Fun & Games

14. Read A Newspaper

 15. Want To Raise Your Voice?

16. Solidarity In A Sweatshirt

 17. Peace from Seattle to 
  San Salvador

 17. School of  the Americas  
  Watch

18. Calendar



every damn week
tuesdays
12:30-1:20 pm
Farm Lunch Seminar
by the UW Farm
Mary Gates 231
students.washington.edu/uwfarm

3:30-4:30 pm
Radical Spanish Practice (basic)
Seattle CISPES
Cafe Allegro (42nd & the alley)
seattlecispes.org

6:00-8:00 pm
USAS meeting
United Students Against Sweatshops
Parrington Hall 206
uwseattle.usas.org

thursdays
4:30-5:30 pm
Radical Spanish Practice (intermediate)
Seattle CISPES
Cafe Allegro (42nd & the alley)
seattlecispes.org

7:00-9:00 pm
Open Mic
Manic Mouth Congress
Cafe Allegro (1408 NE 42nd St)
manicmouth.tumblr.com

wednesdays
5:00-6:30 pm
Critical Coffee Chats
Critical Development Forum
Cafe Allegro (42nd St & the alley)
criticaldevelopmentforum.wordpress.com

saturdays
9:00 am-2:00 pm
U-District Farmers Market
Farmers
50th & the Ave.
seattlefarmersmarkets.org

Tux (left) prefers open 
source software like 

LINUX OS, because 
nobody gets rich and 

he can learn a lot!

Image courtesy of  
lewing@isc.tamu.edu 

and The GIMP.

thursday october 27
The OAG Thang, a social justice mixer (last Thursday of  every month)

 • 8-11 pm, Arabica Lounge (E. Denny & Olive on Capitol Hill)
 • Our American Generation • oag.org

friday october 28
Critical Mass • 5 pm, Red Square or 5:30 pm, Westlake Square
Bicyclists! • www.seattlecriticalmass.org

thursday november 3
Talk w/David Bacon on Immigration and Labor • 6-8 pm, Savery 260
Harry Bridges Center for Labor Studies • depts.washington.edu/pcls

friday november 4
Power Shift West Conference • ‘til sunday november 6, U of  Oregon, Eugene, OR
Energy Action Coalition • wearepowershift.org

monday november 7
FMLN Youth Speaking Tour • 4-6 pm, TBA

Seattle CISPES • seattlecispes.org

tuesday november 8
Election Day • before 8 pm, at the Post Office (for absentees) and the local Se-
attle Neighborhoods office for locally registered voters (4534 University Way)
The State • ogr.asuw.org

Election Night Party • TBA, Grand Illusion Theatre, 1403 NE 50th St
(the Ave & 50th, 30 & 70s buses) • UW Barks • ogr.asuw.org

thursday november 17
International Students’ Day • TBA, Red Square

emancipating-education-for-all.org

Board of  Regents meeting • TBA, Petersen Room, 4th floor, Suzzallo-Allen Library
University of  Washington • washington.edu/regents/meetings

saturday november 19
Bystander Training • TBA • Green Dot at UW • washington.edu/greendot/

friday november 25
Buy Nothing Day • all day, everywhere

culture jamming at Westlake Square (70s buses) • adbusters.org

TBA
“This Is What Democracy Looks Like!” film w/director Jill Friedberg
 sometime Autumn Quarter, somewhere on campus
The Clowes Center • depts.washington.edu/clowes1/



one-time or monthly events
tuesday october 11

National Coming Out Day • all day, everywhere
Safe Schools Coalition • safeschoolscoalition.org

wednesday october 12
Occupy Seattle College Walkout • Noon, Red Square
Occupy Seattle • occupyseattle.org

“The Man Who Never Died: The Life, Times, and Legacy of  Joe Hill”
Book talk and musical performance • 7-9 pm, University Bookstore
William M. Adler & the Seattle Labor Chorus • depts.washington.edu/pcls/
events.html

thursday october 13
“Inequality in the Age of  Mass Incarceration” talk

7:30-9 pm, Town Hall, 1119 8th Ave (70s buses)
Post-Prison Education Program • postprisonedu.org

saturday october 15
Occupy Everywhere! • all day, Westlake Square (and everywhere else)
the people • occupyseattle.org

Bus Trip to Spokane • 8 am-9 pm, TBA
Washington Bus • washingtonbus.org

thursday october 20
Board of  Regents meeting • 1 pm, UW Medicine South Lake Union

University of  Washington • washington.edu/regents/meetings/

friday october 21
Talk w/Darryl Mitchell, cofounder of  the League of  Revolutionary Black Workers
 • 7-8 pm, Savery 137 • SeaSol, Student Anarchist Study Group, Seattle IWW
 • blackorchidcollective.wordpress.com/

Pizza Bake and Farm Tour • 4-6 pm, UW Center for Urban Horticulture
UW Farm • students.washington.edu/uwfarm

saturday october 22
Emerging Leaders Conference • 10 am-6 pm, SSCC Georgetown

(6737 Corson Ave S Building C) • Washington Labor Center
 georgetown.southseattle.edu/LERC

wednesday october 26
“Web of  Debt” discussion with Ellen Brown and Rep. Bob Hasegawa
 7-8 pm, Kane 120 • Public Banking Institute • wapublicbankproject.org

“Harp Song for a Radical” play • 7:30-9:30 pm (nightly ‘til november 5)
Meany Studio Theatre • UW School of  Drama • drama.uw.edu/performances

Th
e 

 
C

au
se-a-R

u
cku

s
C

alen
d

ar



Student Survival
Some essentials from the Ruckus Collective

At UW, “the seventies” doesn’t refer to a decade of 
awful fashion, but to the 71, 72 and 73 buses. They are 
express buses to downtown, the International District, 
and places beyond. Two of these lines were recently 
threatened by the budget cut ax, but were saved by the 
swift action of students and the community. Huskies 
BARK helped build an anti-austerity coalition that got 
the county to pass a $20 cartab fee, preventing massive 
cuts to King County Metro. Hooray war on cars! 

To find out when the bus arrives in real time, you can 
use onebusaway.org (invented by a UW grad student). 
You have a few options: get a onebusaway smart phone 
app, text “onebus [stop_number_here]” to 41411, or call 
206-456-0609. 

A bike is the most scenic, fastest, and cheapest way to 
get around the city (when you account for the tribula-
tions of parking, traffic, costs, poor health, climate ca-
tastrophe, etc.). A bike will help you meet new people, 
and make you feel and look good. Wear a helmet. It’s a 
$60 fine if you’re caught without one, and much worse 
if you’re caught without one while crashing. You can get 
a bike on seattle.craigslist.org or at one of several bike 
shops. Recycled Cycles on Boat Street is a good shop 
near campus. 

You can get your helmet, bike repairs, and mainte-
nance tips at the ASUW Bike Shop in Condon Hall room 
145 (that’s near Campus Parkway and 12th Avenue). 
Open 10 am to 5 pm.

Now you know how to use a bus, get a bike, and (we 
hope) make friends. Seattle has lots of neighborhoods, 
parks, and beautiful places. Go exploring! 

Hungry? There is a farm on campus. The UW Farm 
works to foster and promote sustainability. Check it out 
on South Campus, right off of Stevens Way, and past the 
IMA near the Miler Horticultural Library. It’s a gorgeous 
part of campus. You’ll find some of the best fucking peo-
ple and chickens ever. See students.washington.edu/
uwfarm. Students Expressing Environmental Dedica-
tion also provides p-patches. And the UW Student Food 
Coop is a blossoming endeavor to bring local, healthy 
food to students, from students. See uwsfc.com. 

Are there lots of things you lack? Again, check seattle.
craigslist.org (referred to in the vernacular as “craig-
slist”–each metropolitan area has one). The UW Sur-
plus store on 45th Street and 25th Avenue (right on the 
Burke-Gilman Trail! Gorgeous!) has all sorts of things, 
especially furniture. Open to the public Tuesdays, noon 
to 6 pm. Are your clothes all patched and tattered? The 
U-District has thrift stores!

Get a sewing kit. Live simply. Do you really need all 
that shit? What if we pooled our resources? Please write 
an MLA-formatted one-page response to uwruckus@
gmail.com. And cite your sources.

Seattle bike lanes

I’m bored, 
now what?

by the Ruckus Collective

So, are you bored with classes now? (Seriously, 
already?) Think you could be doing more with your 
time? Well, you probably could. Are you itching to 
make change?!  UW is filled with awesome student 
groups that work to establish community and pro-
mote reform. Here are some student organizations 
(in no particular order) and what they’re about.

United Students Against Sweatshops is a student 
organization that works to promote, secure, and sup-
port worker rights on campus and in the greater Se-
attle community. You might have heard: USASers are 
Badassers. uwseattle.usas.org

MEChA (Movimiento Estudiantil Chicano de Az-
tlán) promotes higher education, cultura, and infor-
mación sobre la historia of Chicanos/as. ¡La unión 
hace la fuerza! students.washington.edu/mecha/

The Black Student Union (BSU) is a national or-
ganization with over 40 years of organizing on UW 
campus. The BSU strives to be a political voice of the 
African American student body and to provide cul-
tural, social, and academic activities that promotes 
unity and solidarity. students.washington.edu/bsu/

First Nations is a community of Native American 
and Alaska Native students.  They hold a spring Pow-
wow every year that’s bombass.    
students.washington.edu/fnuw/

Huskies BARK works to end cuts to funding of vital 

Continued on page 4



campus and community resources. ogr.asuw.org
The Washington Student Association is a group of 

students who believe affordable, high-quality, and ac-
cessible public higher education in Washington state 
is essential to the economic and societal fabric of our 
state. Contact chair@wsauw.org

For A Democratic University is an independent rank 
and file graduate student labor group fighting privati-
zation at the UW.      
forademocraticuniversity.blogspot.com/

Kick Out Sodexo Coalition is made up of twenty plus 
student groups that work to pressure the university ad-
ministration of cut the $3.4 million contract with global 
human rights abuser Sodexo.  They provide concessions 
in Husky Stadium...but not for long....

The Critical Development Forum is a network of 
individuals at the University of Washington dedicated 
to critically rethinking and reshaping our perspective 
regarding development work and advocacy by empow-
ering our generation, joined across discipline and or-
ganizational levels. If you’re interested in medicine or 
third-world issues, they’re your folks.   
criticaldevelopmentforum.wordpress.com/

Manic Mouth Congress is a poetry slam collective 
aiming to put on spoken word events around UW. They 
put on a poetry slam and open mic Thursdays, 7 to 9 pm, 
at Cafe Allegro on the Ave. manicmouth.tumblr.com

SEED (Students Expressing Environmental Dedi-
cation) promotes sustainability in university residents 
halls and throughout the campus community.   
students.washington.edu/uwseed

Antechamber Collective works to unite all student 
activist organizations to promote solidarity on campus. 
After all, we’re all fighting for the same thing–a better 
tomorrow. Am I right?!      
antechambercollective.wordpress.com/

Washington Bus is putting the “party” back in politi-
cal party. These young people make sure they have con-
trol of, and take responsibility for, their own futures by 
VOTING. They support young, progressive candidates 
because those are the only damn people who know 
anything anymore. washingtonbus.org

Q Center celebrates students, faculty, staff, and alum-
ni of all sexual and gender orientations, identities, and 
expressions. They have tons of rad resources for queer-
ing things up. Find it in Shmitz Hall 420.   
uwqcenter.wordpress.com

Queer Youth Space is a community initiative and co-
alition that works to secure space for queer youth in the 
Seattle area. They produce events and campaigns that 
work against ageism, heteronormativity, and hetero-
sexism. They also have planted cool pink stickers over 
the entire city. queeryouthspace.com

Campus Animal Rights Educations (CARE) is a 
student-run animal rights group at the University of 
Washington. They promote a vegan lifestyle through 
outreach and education; and work to reduce and elimi-

nate animal exploitation and suffering wherever it may 
be found. students.washington.edu/careuw/

College Greens promote environmental and social 
justice at the UW community.    
facebook.com/groups/greensuw/

Young Democrats are exactly what they sound like: 
young Democrats. But because they aren’t Republi-
cans, they are even COOLER. yduw.org

CISPES (the Committee in Solidarity with the Peo-
ple of El Salvador) has over 30 years of organizing in 
the Seattle area. This fall, they will be holding Radical 
Spanish Practice groups Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
Cafe Allegro. If interested, contact: seattle@cispes.org 
or call (206) 325-5494. Web: seattlecispes.org 

But it doesn’t stop here. There are SO many more 
groups on campus that are legit badass.  Don’t let the 
acronyms scare you!  

African Student Association (ASA), Bridges: UW 
Interfaith Council, Sexual Assault and Relationship 
Violence Awareness (SARVA), Disability Advocacy 
Student Alliance (DASA), Dream Project, Health Eq-
uity Circle, miXed: UW Multiracial Student Organiza-
tion, UW Ethnic Cultural Center (ECC), UW Students 
Organizing for LGBT Equality (SOLE), UW Women of 
Color Collective, and there are still more out there!  

See what interests you, go to a few meetings, and meet 
students who are interested in changing the world too. 
It’s a great way to meet new people and build a com-
munity. Maybe you and your friends will start the next 

I’m Bored, Now What? continued

May 1968 protest for a Black Studies program at UW



Peace From Seattle 
to San Salvador

by Nicole Tilson

A classic example of the negative effects of U.S. im-
perialism, El Salvador is a small country on the Pa-
cific Coast in Central America that has suffered the 
worst of US foreign policy tactics including a U.S.-
backed 12-year civil war, the imposition of neoliberal 
trade policies (such as CAFTA), and a massive pro-
paganda campaign to smear the image of the grass-
roots FMLN movement (el Frente Farabundo Martí 
para la Liberación Nacional). 

Despite its turbulent past, El Salvador is proof that 
the oppressed can rise up and organize to achieve 
dignity and self-determination. The FMLN, which 
won a majority of the seats in the nation’s Legislative 
Assembly during the first truly free and fair election 
in 2009, has implemented policies that empower 
women, youth and the underprivileged citizens of El 
Salvador.

Soccer and dance and lifestyle coaches provide 
alternatives to gang violence for youth. Economic 
restructuring and anti-corruption strategies free up 
national income to provide uniforms, shoes, and 
meals to every student nationwide; the lack of these 
crucial items has been a barrier to education under 
previous right-wing administrations. 

In the slums of Mejicanos, a working-class city just 
southeast of the capitol, youth are being organized 
into natural disaster response teams, not gangs. New 
child support laws and anti-femicide laws are com-
bating patriarchal attitudes toward issues in the do-
mestic sphere.

Despite these and other progressive reforms, the 
country currently faces many threats. For instance, 
a North American mining firm that seeks to irrevers-
ibly damage the environment and threaten public 
health has filed a crippling lawsuit against the cash-
poor government. 

In addition, occupation by aggressive U.S.-funded 
police forces regularly infringe the rights of students 
and workers under the guise of the “war on drugs,” 
and a shortsighted “economic stabilization” pro-
gram, authored by the Obama administration, fo-
cuses on boosting the economy by selling private 
security services to the rich. 

Moreover, arms dealers have a history of dealing 
weapons to thugs in order to protect the property of 
El Salvador’s oligarchy. The FMLN is fighting to rid El 
Salvador of the demons of U.S. imperialism, and CIS-
PES is committed to working in solidarity with the 
people’s movement to build an alternative to domi-
nation and exploitation–one built on democratic 
and socialist ideals.

CISPES works to end U.S. economic, political and 
military intervention in El Salvador, to give political 
and financial support to the grassroots movements in 
El Salvador, and to build an international working-class 
solidarity movement. CISPES uses a variety of creative 
tactics in its approach to public protest, education, 
grassroots lobbying, and fundraising. CISPES incorpo-
rates its vision of an egalitarian and democratic society 
into its own organizing model, empowering the voice 
of the people, regardless of ethnicity, gender, or sexual 
orientation.

CISPES is currently inviting students and non-stu-
dents to go to El Salvador to learn about these issues 
firsthand. In addition, CISPES is holding radical Span-
ish practice groups at Cafe Allegro. Basic Spanish prac-
tice is Tuesdays starting at 3:30 pm; Thursday is for 
intermediate speakers, starting at 4:30 pm. To find out 
more, contact seattle@cispes.org or call 206-325-5494.

School of the 
Americas Watch

by Nicole Tilson

On November 16, 1989, six Jesuit priests, their co-
worker and her teenage daughter were massacred 
in El Salvador. A U.S. Congressional Task Force re-
ported that those responsible were trained at the U.S. 
Army School of the Americas (SOA) at Ft. Benning, 
Georgia. Thousands others in Colombia, Mexico, 
Guatemala, Bolivia, Chile, Argentina and across Lat-
in America have been massacred, tortured, raped, 
brutally maimed or assassinated at the hands of SOA 
graduates since the opening of the original School in 
Panama in 1946. The victims are not criminals, they 
are simply the poor; they are labor union organizers, 
farm workers, healthcare workers, religious leaders, 
human rights group organizers, villagers, families 
and children. 

The movement to end the violence and demilita-
rize Latin America began in a tiny apartment outside 
the main gate of Ft. Benning. Today, the SOA Watch 
movement is a large, diverse, grassroots move-
ment, rooted in solidarity with the people of Latin 
America. The goal of SOA Watch is to close the SOA/
WHINSEC and to change U.S. foreign policy in Latin 
America by educating the public, lobbying Congress 
and participating in creative, nonviolent resistance. 
Each November, on the anniversary of the 1989 mas-
sacre in El Salvador, SOAW holds a protest rally and 
solemn vigil outside the gates of Fort Benning. The 
Puget Sound chapter of SOAW meets in Seattle and 
works to support the solidarity movement with Latin 
America. To get involved, please contact:

Greg Speltz , SOAW local coordinator
(206)632-1523 or sgregmare@aol.com



Solidarity In A 
Sweatshirt

by Alix Goldstein and Rachel Taber

If you’re a Husky, and you’re reading this article, 
you probably own some sort of Husky apparel–those 
sweatpants you still haven’t washed, the Husky hat 
you think is cool to wear backwards, or that super 
cute T with all the beer stains.  Turn all that cloth-
ing around; what’s on the tag? Nike, Adidas, Rus-
sell? All those huge corporations make a profit off of 
sweatshop labor. The garment industry is notorious 
for substandard working conditions, discrimination 
against women, forced overtime, limits on freedom 
of association and a payscale that in most cases 
scarcely provides for a family’s food costs.

Is there an alternative? What can we as students do 
to stop the injustices?

More than a decade of collaboration between gar-
ment workers in the Dominican Republic and Unit-
ed Students Against Sweatshops (USAS) is paying off 
as new living-wage union-made Alta Gracia hoodies 
and T-shirts are in the University Bookstore this Fall. 
The only factory of its kind in the world, Alta Gracia 
is the first college-logo apparel brand to pay workers 
a living wage of more than three and a half times the 
local minimum wage, respect workers’ right to orga-
nize as verified by independent labor rights watch-
dog Workers Rights Consortium, and where work-
ers have a union–their voice on the job. The UW has 
played an integral part in building this effort, and it 
needs the continued support of Huskies to change 
the face of the apparel industry. 

Alta Gracia stands as living proof that a better gar-
ment industry is not only possible, but profitable. 
Workers at Alta Gracia are paid a living wage, earn-
ing around $3.00 an hour instead of 85 cents. This 
allows workers to feed their families properly, buy 
their children’s medicine when they are sick, pay off 
old debts, invest in improvements to their homes like 
running water and bathrooms, and access education 
for themselves and for their children. 

If you, a student, faculty, or staff at UW, have the 
power to lift a family out of poverty by buying your 
Husky apparel from Alta Gracia instead of that cor-
porate brand, then WTF is standing in your way!? Are 
you afraid Nike looks “cooler,” or do you think Nike is 
cheaper? You’re wrong. Alta Gracia sports the same 
modern styles at the same prices as sweatshop labor 
brands. In fact, you’ll probably look sexier in a so-
cially responsible brand than you would otherwise 
because you’ll be confident that your hoodie came 
from a livable working environment. And let’s face it, 
confidence is sexy. 

Workers at the Alta Gracia factory in the Domini-
can Republic are able to voice their concerns without 
intimidation or threat of termination. Their union, SI-
TRALPRO, allows them control over their own working 
environment. Fans at workers’ stations keep the factory 
cool and bachata music provides a relaxed, laughable 
atmosphere, something part-time student workers take 
for granted. (I know I get upset when the restaurant I 
work in doesn’t play Independent Women. Destiny’s 
Child throwback–wuduuuuup!) 

This is an incredible difference from the majority of 
factories, where workers are not even allowed bath-
room breaks, are fired for being pregnant, or are locked 
in ill-ventilated lint-filled factories overnight to finish 
rush orders. Maritza Vargas, president of SITRALPRO, 
the union at Alta Gracia, states that “Human dignity has 
no price.” 

Look for Alta Gracia in the bookstore this fall and sup-
port living wages and worker rights.  Tell your friends, 
tell everyone! Students helped start this shit. It’s our re-
sponsibility to keep it going strong! 

Students and Husky Fans Can Proudly Sport 
Alta Gracia Living-Wage Hoodies and Tees



Seattle Music 101
by Glenn Leever
music writer for thewoundedjukebox.com

I’ve heard it over and over: “Seattle has such a great 
music scene!”  Most people know about Nirvana, 
Soundgarden, Pearl Jam and the grunge scene, but 
has anything happened in Seattle since then? I say 
yes, and I’ll tell you why.

Local Support & Radio 
First of all, Seattle has local support. You have 

the best radio station in the country, and maybe 
the world, with KEXP. What other radio station has 
multiple good, live bands playing in their studios ev-
eryday, and supports many local music events?  Not 
many, as far as I know. If you spend any time around 
the city, you’ll see thousands of Subarus and Priuses 
with KEXP stickers pasted to the back bumper.

Record Stores 
Unlike other cities, record stores still abound in 

Seattle as well. Easy Street records in Queen Anne is 
a personal favorite (there’s also one in West Seattle), 
with Sonic Boom (Capitol Hill and Ballard) and Bop 
Records (Ballard) right behind. Easy Street also has 
killer all-ages record release shows. 

Venues 
For bigger venues, The Moore, The Paramount and 

The Neptune are good (all ages), but the best shows are 
at the more intimate Seattle venues. For the size of the 
shows that come through Neumos and the Crocodile, 
they rock. Consider this, for example: I was not in row 
ZZ; I was an arm’s length away at the last three shows. 
They’re not just a folkie spot, though. They also have 
good hip-hop and other types of shows. The only down-
fall of both venues is that shows are frequently age-re-
stricted. 

If you are under 21, the Vera Project is a great venue 
and both Showbox (Market and Sodo) have some nice 
all-ages shows. El Corazón is a good bet for all-ages 
harder rock shows. A few venues that you must visit 
are the Columbia City Theatre and the Tractor Tavern, 
which both lean towards folk. Sunset Tavern and Chop 
Suey are all worth checking out as well. The Can Can 
Cabaret is mostly known for burlesque, but they have 
just hired an excellent new booker, so be on the lookout 
for good shows there. Also, for open mics, my favorites 
are the Hopvine and the Conor Byrne in Ballard.

Seattle Artists & Bands 
The highlights of the Seattle music scene are the ac-

tual musicians and the support that they have from 
the local community. Seattle, alongside Portland, has 
recently been famous for its brand of Northwest folk, 
like the Fleet Foxes, who you probably recognize; but, 
it goes much deeper. You have Cave Singers’ lively folk-
rock shows, Campfire OK’s strange-folk, and The Head 
And The Heart exploding on the national scene. Then, 
of course, there’s the modern godfather of Seattle folk 
in Damien Jurado. Some other bands to check out that 
you may not have heard of include:  Lemolo, Tom Eddy, 
Beat Connection, Elk and Boar, Grand Hallway and The 
Elderly. 

Some people may be surprised that Seattle is also 
making inroads on the hip-hop scene, since back in 
the day when Sir Mix-A-Lot was the only MC people 
had heard from Seattle. A staple in the city is the Blue 
Scholars, made up of MC Geo and DJ/Producer Sabzi. 
They have numerous side projects as well, including 
two of my favorites, Made In Heights and Common 
Market. Another group that has made a mark nationally 
and locally is Shabazz Palaces, with their trip hop, elec-
tronic, hand drum rhythms, making them one of the 
most unique and intriguing groups to call themselves 
hip hop. Fly Moon Royalty has also drawn my attention 
with their self-proclaimed “electrosoul” and twinges of 
R&B and rap. Other artists to check out are Champagne, 
Champagne, Physics, Lorrel Low and Grynch. 

Keeping Up With Seattle Music & Blogs 
To keep up with what’s going on in Seattle music, 

there are some great blogs that can keep you updated. 
My blog, thewoundedjukebox.com, covers all types of 
Seattle music. Also, the KEXP blog is great, with new 
stuff and free mp3s everyday. The Stranger’s blog, Lin-
eout, and Seattle Weekly’s music blog are great for get-
ting info on upcoming events. Other Seattle blogs that 
do a great job are soundonthesound.com and  
seainhd.com.



Are You Experienced?
by J.Y.M.

If you’re like me, the first thing that should strike 
you about a school that covers several city blocks, 
with thousands of students, teachers, and faculty 
should be the sheer number of your options. I mean 
that holistically: all the majors, all the services, all 
the people you catch yourself undressing with your 
mind the moment they open their mouths and intel-
ligent things start streaming out like proverbial dia-
monds and roses.

One good thing about the size of the University 
campus: romantic and not-so-romantic liaisons pro-
liferate. What’s better, if you play your cards right, 
they won’t even run into each other. For those of you 
intent on finding your one true love, best of luck to 
you. It takes compromise, communication, concen-
tration, and a bunch of other multi-syllabic words to 
make it work with that one special person. 

However, for those of you who want to play, let the 
campus–with its bottomless selection of clubs, its 
overstuffed and oversexed dormitories, its hidden 
corner offices filled with scrumptious lust-objects–
be your playground. The principles to making your 
new libertine lifestyle sustainable are simple: be 
honest and preferably sober, ask for consent, don’t 
get too serious (unless you want to), use protection, 
and get regularly tested. I’m sure your high school 
counselors have said the same to you. 

Oh, and one more thing: avoid slut-shaming.
What is “slut-shaming”? Very simply, it’s using 

peer-pressure and derogatory names to induce feel-
ings of anxiety and guilt in people (often women) 
who enjoy and engage in having sex. As long as no 
one is getting hurt and no one’s health is compro-
mised, sex is a harmless activity (and far more fun 
than sitting in the corner gossiping bitterly about 
who is or isn’t doing it). 

Slut-shaming contributes to a system of repressive 
attitudes toward sex, especially women’s sexual-
ity called “rape culture.” Rape culture condones and 
normalizes sexual violence, frequently perpetrated 
by cisgender* (heterosexual) men, against all those 
who are marginalized, including women, gays and 
queers, etc. The term rape culture doesn’t merely 
attribute fault to the individual people in authority 
who ignore single acts of rape and other sexual vio-
lence, but the entire culture which mobilizes a sys-
tem of assumptions about the sexually active.

Still don’t get it? Let me be more explicit. Rape cul-
ture is raping. It’s sexualizing violence. Rape culture 
is condoning or making rape jokes, as if DPing, “sur-

prise sex,” and other abuses are funny business. Rape 
culture is laughing at rape jokes, or dismissing accusa-
tions of rape as lies, because–the logic goes–women 
or other sexual objects are “asking for it.” Rape culture 
traumatizes its victims and alienates partners during 
sexual acts. It objectifies women. Rape culture is preva-
lent. Rape culture is destructive.

But wait, you say. I’m a woman/gay man/queer, and 
I find rape fantasies enjoyable. Fantasies are one thing, 
and the reality of rape is another. Consensually non-
consensual sex with your partner(s), with safe-words 
and other standard BDSM behaviors for protecting 
the sanity of all those involved, is possible–it is not the 
same as the system of dominance that persists in the 
bedroom which normalizes and spreads rape culture. 

Do your part to stop rape culture. Ask for consent. 
If you don’t know quite what consent means, read our 

guide in this issue. You can also contact Campus Coali-
tion for Sexual Literacy. They have great workshops on 
consent and other things libidinal.

But back the the topic at hand: all your options. That 
stylish kid who sits in front of you in Abnormal Psychol-
ogy. That smart-mouthed barista from Parnassus. That 
sexpot who always hangs out at the Q Center... and don’t 
even get started on that gorgeous CLUE Center tutor. 

How can you have your cake(s) and eat them too? 
Fear not! There’s no need to spend your evenings ask-
ing your mirror which crush of the week you should 
commit to for life, ‘cuz this is college. Just dating? No 
harm, no foul. Date widely and variedly. Like my middle 
school French teacher once told me, would you buy a 
refrigerator without shopping around first? 

What if, however, you have two refrigerators that both 
play a huge role in your life? Honey, horribly awkward 
kitchen appliance metaphor aside, I’ve been there. And 
here’s my suggestion: if you’re okay with it, and they are 
too, why not give polyamory a shot? 

*cisgender means that one’s internalized sense of gender 
and biological sex correspond with each other, and is the 
antonym of transgender.



cur; it’s a news source with a non-America-centric view. 
english.aljazeera.net

KUOW is UW’s own radio station, broadcasting pub-
lic radio on 94.9 FM. kuow.org

Rainy Dawg Radio is UW’s other own radio station. 
They don’t actually broadcast because FCC agents are 
bastards. They don’t actually do news, but you can 
check out what’s hip in the Seattle music wonk scene.  
rainydawg.org

Grist is an excellent Seattle blog on environmental is-
sues. One of their writers, David Roberts, is possibly the 
country’s best environmental reporter. grist.org

Publicola is a wonky Seattle blog obsessed with state 
and local politics. publicola.com

The Seattle Weekly is mostly forgettable, and linked 
to child sex trafficking.

Tides of Flame smashy-smashy-smash-smash-
smash! tidesofflame.wordpress.com

The New York Times is a decent daily source on world 
and national news, available at the Newsstand at By 
George under Odegaard Library, or Bulldog News on 
the Ave north of 42nd St. You can ask for a discounted 
student subscription. nytimes.com

The Seattle Times is owned by a working-class-hating 
multi-millionaire. Free copies, available in the dorms, 
make excellent campfire tinder when shredded or um-
brellas in most Seattle rain.     
seattletimes.nwsource.com

Want to Raise 
Your Voice?

by the Ruckus Collective

Ruckus is an irregular independent news journal 
for the University of Washington community. YEAH, 
we’re kind of awesome. If anyone tells you different-
ly, they’re probably a corporate lackey without the 
courage to grapple with the ethical questions raised 
by major social issues. We’re looking for new editors, 
writers and artists to make future issues of Ruckus 
possible. To get involved, write to    
uwruckus@gmail.com

Our American Generation is a youth-run move-
ment for social justice providing a blog (The Take-
over) where you can speak out on social justice, 
funding for research on social issues, space to get 
published in their zines, and monthly social justice 
mixers. OAG loves you(th).  oag.org

You’ll find more resources and a zine library at 
ZAPP, the Zine Archive and Publishing Project at 
Hugo House on Capitol Hill (a quick ride on the 49 
bus), ZAPP has zine-making tools, helpful volun-
teers, classes, and more than 20,000 zines to browse.  
ZAPP is open Wednesdays, 4 to 8pm, Thursdays and 
Saturdays 1 to 5 pm; Hugo House is at 1634 11th Av-
enue. hugohouse.org/content/zapp

Bikers converge in Red Square at 5 pm on the last 
Friday of each month to go down to Westlake for the 

Critical Mass bike ride.



FUN & GAMES
Name these brands Name these plants

Source: Adbusters.org; originally appeared in issue #84.

Read a Fucking 
Newspaper

by the Ruckus Collective

Don’t let The Daily (or even Ruckus) be your only 
media outlet. Stay informed with these other local 
newspapers and websites!

The Stranger office is a hive of drunken nihil-
ists; nevertheless, they put out an excellent Back to 
School Guide on “What No One Else Is Going to Tell 
You About Drugs, Drinking, Sexual Positions, Stupid 
Majors, What the Music in Your Dorm Room Says 
About You, and More.” If you can find it, read it and 
learn how to survive. They also publish a weekly Se-
attle paper you can pick up at cafes or news boxes 
along the Ave. Long-term exposure to the Stranger 
will turn you into a bitter misanthrope. On the oth-
er hand, the paper is the home of Savage Love, the 
world’s most popular sex column; and their blog, the 
Slog, is a constantly updated local news source:  
slog.thestranger.com

Real Change is another weekly Seattle paper, with a 
focus on economic justice. It is your best print source 
on local politics and social justice in Seattle, covering 
housing, labor, environmental, public health and civil 
liberties issues. Its writers and editors take the philo-
sophical starting point that humans have dignity, that 
our dignity is a right, and that our rights are worth fight-
ing for. You can find Real Change for sale outside the 
bookstore and most supermarkets for $1; the vendors 
are typically low-income or homeless individuals that 
are looking to change their circumstances.  65 cents of 
every dollar goes to the vendor! realchangenews.org

The Stand is an online union paper with labor news 
from across Washington State. thestand.org

The Sightline Institute and their blog, the Sightline 
Daily, have the best environmental news coverage in 
Cascadia. daily.sightline.org

Democracy Now! is an excellent daily videocast and 
radio report on world and national news. Their broad-
cast, entitled “The War and Peace Report,” is accessible 
through many different media, including KUOW 94.9 
FM and democracynow.org.

Al Jazeera English has excellent international cover-
age, even when technical difficulties like uprisings oc-



Polyamory is also a weird word, assembled from 
Greek (Poly- means multiple) and Latin roots (-amory 
comes from amo, amare, meaning “to love”). It is liter-
ally an adjoining of two cultures, utilized in that mon-
grel tongue English. 

What if, just what if, the solution to all your roman-
tic angst can be solved by joining your Greek and Latin 
lovers and beginning to build your harem? Since your 
network of friends is probably already uber-incestuous 
as it is, why not end the secrecy and make your over-in-
timacy official? (Never mind that sleeping with friends 
is like walking into a minefield; be considerate but there 
are safe paths to take.)

It’s okay to have more than one intimate connection 
with someone. It can even be necessary. How could one 
person provide for all my emotional and sexual needs–
or rather, how could I ask someone to take up that bur-
den? The assumption that romance means pas-de-deux 
stems from our American cultural myths, which exalt 
monogamous relationships as the only path to emo-
tional security. 

If monogamous relationships work for you, lucky 
you. I’m almost jealous. But if you or your partner finds 
themselves interested in other people, there are other 
options besides throwing the relationship “open.” Poly-
amorous relationships, when not fucked up, operate 
on constant and careful communication, and tend to 
work by different norms than monogamous relation-
ships in which partners have sex on the side. For those 
of you concerned about physical health, I admit that the 
chance of accidentally catching STDs from your partner 
heightens as the number of sexual partners increases. 
That being said, there are ways to prevent STD trans-
mission, like having safe sex, being honest, and getting 
regularly tested. 

Negotiate your boundaries with your partner(s). 
Consider having primaries and secondaries. Above 
all, communicate and experiment. Learning to love in 
new patterns not going to be easy, and bodily fluids will 
probably flow freely, but think of the result. Instead of 
reading this article, wouldn’t you rather be redefining 
the practice of love?

Further resources:
Dean Spade on polyamory:

makezine.enoughenough.org/newpoly2.html
Public Health STD Clinic:

kingcounty.gov/healthservices/health/
communicable/std.aspx

All You Have To Do Is 
Ask

by F.J.C.G.

So, you’re a young person in the University District. 
Congratulations! Welcome to the utopia of book and 
sex lovers! The books are self-explanatory, so we’ll 
tell you some of the things you need to know about 
sex and dating.

What is consent? Consent to have sex is when 
both people agree to have sex (or to hold hands, 
kiss, stroke, and so on). Consent is not just allowing 
something, or giving permission–it’s knowing that 
you and your partner BOTH really want and desire 
each other. This is why consent is sexy. With a new 
partner, consent must be verbal. Later, you and your 
partner may agree to share affection without stating 
consent each time, but anyone may still withdraw 
consent at any time. Consent is a basic human right.

How do I ask consent? You can ask, straightfor-
ward, “I want to kiss you, would you like to kiss me?” 
“Would you like to...” “Can we...” 

What is sexy? When your partner asks you for con-
sent it shows they respect you, care how you feel, 
care about what you want–and that’s sexy. Giving 
consent shows you want them as much as they want 
you–and that’s sexy. Sexy is acknowledging that you 
and your partner have sexual needs and desires. It’s 
normal for people to want to have sex, and it’s nor-
mal to enjoy sex. 

What is not consent? Consent is your partner say-
ing “Yes!”, and consent is not the absence of a “No.” 
Consent cannot be given under coercion or intoxica-
tion. Sex without consent is rape. Anyone’s consent 
can be violated, regardless of their gender or sexual-
ity. It’s important to keep in mind that some folks are 
more at risk of having their body violated, but also 
to remember that this can happen to anyone.  “No,” 
“Please stop,” “Don’t,” “I’m not sure,” “I’ve had too 
much to drink,” “I’m scared,” “Not now,” and so on 

Continued on page 8

And remember:
Keep yourself safe. 

Know your company. Bring a 
buddy to that raging party. 

Get your own drinks, and don’t 
leave your drink unattended.



mean NO, you must stop. 
Pop culture often portrays first kisses as unexpect-

ed, shocking, or even worthy of initial resistance. This 
is a recipe for awkwardness, hurt feelings, and ruined 
friendships. American culture has shaped our habits to 
thoughtlessly pressure others and to be vulnerable to 
the pressure of unwanted sex. As kids, we aren’t taught 
clear and honest communication, so initially, direct 
communication can feel uncomfortable. Instead, we 
act and assume without asking. Overcoming that pro-
gramming and dealing with our shit is an ongoing chal-
lenge. But we can end the fucked-up cycle.

How do I withdraw consent? You can withdraw con-
sent at any time. Be direct and say “No,” “I’m uncom-
fortable,” and “Stop.” Be clear about what you want and 
don’t want. If you care about this person but they don’t 
understand consent, tell them how you feel, and you 
don’t want sex now. You can even explain consent to 
them. And remember the words of Eleanor Roosevelt: 
“No one can make you feel inferior without your consent.”

If the other person ignores your “No,” raise your voice 
and yell “Stop.” Call your friends to you, shouting if nec-
essary. Get to a safer place. Get to other people. Saying 
“I think I’m going to vomit,” can make someone back 
off fast.

Wherever you go, take note of where safer spaces are. 
Look into self-defense training and a self-defense tool 
(pepper spray is very affordable, and easily ordered on-
line). However, the most important thing is to, as soon 
as possible, mentally prepare yourself. You must have 
the will to fight back when someone, even someone 
you know, tries to violate your rights and your body. 
Ask yourself, “How will I fight back if...?” Mentally walk 
through how to defend yourself.

Why is consent important? Respecting consent 
keeps those around you safer, and it promotes a com-
munity of involvement and accountability. None of us 
are entitled to anyone else’s body or human agency, 
and vice versa. 

What is safer sex? Safer sex means clearly communi-
cating with your partner. Always use a condom, or get 
tested for STDs with your partner. Share your results 
with one another.

Where do I find more resources? You can join the 
Condom Club at the Hall Health clinic on campus, 
which will provide 55 condoms for $15, allowing you to 
pick them up 5 or more at a time (go to the Wellness Re-
source Center in room 187). You can pick up free con-
doms at the entrance of the Planned Parenthood clinic 
at 5020 Roosevelt Way. 

If you have been assaulted, believe you have been 
assaulted, or would just like to talk to someone to get 
more information, you can also contact the Sexual As-
sault and Relationship Violence Information Service 
(SARIS), located at 404 Condon Hall; their number is 
(206) 685-4357. Planned Parenthood also has resources 
for survivors of sexual assault.

All You Have To Do Is Ask, continued

by the Ruckus Collective

This year, while massively cutting higher educa-
tion funding, Washington State legislators passed 
the “Higher Education Opportunity Act.”  The bill al-
lows unelected regents at Washington State public 
colleges to set tuition, instead of the state legislature. 
(Nine of the regents are appointed by the governor 
for six-year terms; one student regent is appointed 
for a one year term. The GPSS and ASUW presidents 
are non-voting members of the board.) The UW re-
gents swiftly took advantage of the bill, proposing a 
20% hike for in-state tuition, making for a 50% tuition 
hike over these last two years.

The Regents met in June, after finals, in a barely-
announced last-minute “emergency meeting” to 
vote on the tuition hike. (The reason for this semi-
secret meeting did not meet the definition of “emer-
gency” provided by law, Revised Code of Washington 
42.30.070). Despite the fact that few students were 
on campus, students and allies rallied in Red Square 
and Gerberding Hall during the meeting to speak out 
for affordable higher education. 

Now, the UW Administration wants to use their 
new tuition-setting authority to push through “dif-
ferential tuition.” That means, while tuition will go on 
rising for everyone, tuition will rise faster for under-
grad studying science, math, engineering, business, 
and any other fields with high average salaries. This 
may sound like good policy–students with costlier 
degrees and more ability to pay subsidize other de-
grees–but that’s not what the administration is pro-
posing. They would prefer to treat students as cash 
crops, maximizing value extracted.

The average U.S. college student is already loaded 
with $24,000 of debt by graduation. This will only in-
crease with the growth of tuition rates (14%, 16% and 
20% for the last three years). 

If debt for math and science majors skyrockets, stu-
dents will be highly discouraged from getting those 
degrees. This will be especially true for students from 
low-income and lower middle class families, de-
molishing the ladder of social mobility. Debt loads 
will discourage math and science grads from going 
to grad school, working with NGOs, doing environ-
mental work, and especially from being teachers. 

The administration’s proposal is anti-Science, anti-
Teachers, and anti-Equality. In Washington State, 
politicians and administrators pay lip service to di-
versity, opportunity, education, and science, but 
time and time again they have proven their willing-

UW Declares War on 
Equality, Teachers, 

and Science



“Organize! Oh Toilers”
by F.J.C.G.

Joe Hill was an immigrant worker, musician and 
union organizer, who was executed on false charg-
es by the State of Utah on November 19, 1915. Hill 
spent years tramping around the United States work-
ing thankless, low-paying jobs and encountering 
exploited workers like him from around the world. 
He picked up a guitar and violin and started writing 
songs about the injustices he saw, eventually influ-
encing musicians from Bob Dylan to Rage Against 
the Machine and Joan Baez to the Dropkick Murphys. 

In Portland, Hill joined up with the Industrial 
Workers of the World (IWW), a new union that em-
phasized direct action to benefit communities while 
building towards One Big Union with the capacity for 
general strikes. Hill travelled the country to sing and 
unionize workers until he was stopped by a police 
firing squad. His last wishes: “Don’t waste any time 
mourning–organize!”

So whether your interest is music or justice, check 
this out: at 7 pm Wednesday, October 12, at the Uni-
versity Bookstore, author William M. Adler will be 
reading from the new biography, The Man Who Nev-
er Died: The Life, Times and Legacy of Joe Hill. The Se-
attle Labor Chorus will also be singing such classics 
as “There is Power in a Union”, “The Tramp”, and “The 
Rebel Girl” (also the title of an excellent song by Bi-
kini Kill). They’ll perform again Thursday at 7 pm at 
the Seattle Labor Temple (2800 1st Ave in Belltown). 
The book is available at the University Bookstore and 
Left Bank Books. If you must order online, Powells.
com is unionized.

And if you’re so inclined, you can grab an in-

strument or pen and paper, get together with some 
friends, and start making music. “A pamphlet, no mat-
ter how good, is never read more than once. But a song 
is learned by heart and repeated over and over; and I 
maintain that if a person can put a few cold, common 
sense facts into a song, and dress them…up in a cloak of 
humor to take the dryness off them, they will succeed in 
reaching a great number of workers who are too unedu-
cated or too indifferent to read a pamphlet or an edito-
rial in economic science.”

There are electrical outlets around Red Square where 
punk bands have, in years past, plugged-in to play free 
shows. And most anywhere around campus is great for 
folk music jamming. You can get some money for bus-
king (playing music on the sidewalk) around the Ave, 
Pike Place Market, or any busy street.

Which Side Are You On?
by Christine Woodward

Last March, Wisconsin Governor Scott Walker 
(who is, as we speak, staring down the barrel of a 
recall election) signed an anti-union bill that elimi-
nated the collective bargaining rights of many public 
employees in his state. He reasoned thus: unions are 
bloated, inefficient, irrelevant, and, most important-
ly, a waste of money. Therefore, scaling back unions 
is good for everyone. Right?    

In a word, no. While I believe it would be disin-
genuous to ignore the shadowy corners of U.S. labor 
movement history–it helps no one to pretend that 
racism, sexism, and corruption never happened–
unions are still the best way for individuals with little 
money or power to band together and stand up to 
corporations that would otherwise grind them into 
the most profitable dust possible.

The proof is out there. Ever since unions began 
forming in the US (back in the mid-1800s) almost 
every gain that working people have made has come 
about as a result of union organizing. The eight hour 
workday? Unions. Safety standards in the workplace? 
Unions. As for salary, the US Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics reported that in 2010, union workers had median 
weekly earnings of $917 while their non-union coun-
terparts only made $717.  

So if you would like to help your fellow worker (and 
yourself), don’t attack unions. Support them. And 
you can start right now. UAW 4121, the union of TAs, 
RAs, other academic student employees on campus, 
seeks to provide accessible, quality education for all 
students. You can contribute by standing in solidar-
ity with UAW 4121 members at their next event and 
supporting their fight. Because, whether we are in 
the union or not, it is not really their fight; it is our 
fight.



Did You Know?
Not Everyone Is 

A College Student!
The following article is an excerpt from the recent 
book, Work: Capitalism, Economics, Resistance 
by the CrimethInc. Collective.

Is there anything worse than prison? There must 
be–some people try to get into prison to survive the 
winter.

On the market, human beings can depreciate like 
any commodity. The laws of supply and demand 
apply to labor too: the more workers available, the 
cheaper employers can get them. An unemployed 
population serves the dual purpose of keeping wag-
es down and reminding employees to be careful not 
to wind up on the wrong side of a pink slip. The un-
employed suffer the double humiliation of having to 
beg for humiliating jobs; this confuses everything by 
making them seem eager to be exploited, when in 
fact it’s simply the lesser of two evils.

A century ago, champions of technological prog-
ress proclaimed that it would liberate human beings 
from the need to work, creating a new leisure soci-
ety. But although these new technologies have in-
deed eliminated jobs, this has largely been used to 
save employers money, not to provide for the gen-
eral public. From the perspective of the unemployed, 
free time and access to resources seem to be concen-
trated at opposite poles of the economic spectrum. 
Some leisure society!

Unemployment is one form of exclusion from the 
market; homelessness is another, and all the differ-
ent forms reinforce each other in a feedback loop. 
In the U.S., well over a million people are home-
less; worldwide, over a billion live in favelas, refu-
gee camps, and worse. We think of shantytowns as 
the periphery of cities, but in some countries the 
majority of the population dwells in them. Most of 
the new arrivals to these shantytowns are not driven 
by the availability of work but by the destruction of 
their traditional ways of life. With the need for labor 
in manufacturing steadily declining, slums func-
tion as a holding pool for the unwanted in regions 
where there’s not enough wealth to support a large 
service sector. The point is to keep them within reach 
of sweatshops and processing plants but out of range 
of the wealthy.

Like the unemployed, the excluded play a role in 
capitalism simply by implying the consequences of 
exclusion. But this is not enough—for economic suc-
cess to be associated with personal merit, it has to 
appear that exclusion is their fault. Divested of all as-
sets and hope, the poor can be made to look vicious 

enough. Yet not so long ago, before private ownership, 
access to resources was evenly among all human be-
ings; if some people and peoples are impoverished now, 
it is because they—or their ancestors—were looted. One 
need only open a history book to read about the bru-
tal history of colonialism in the Americas, Africa, India, 
China—but this process continues today wherever one 
person’s labor enriches another.

Capitalism produces wealth, but it produces far more 
poverty. There’s no upper limit to how much wealth one 
individual can amass, but there is a lower limit to how 
much any one person can be pillaged—so it takes a tre-
mendous number of poor people to produce a few bil-
lionaires.

Some people chafe at welfare programs funded by tax 
dollars: why should anyone get a free ride off their hard 
work? They ought to ask the same question about poli-
ticians and bosses. In fact, every poor person who has 
ever worked for a wage has helped give the wealthy a 
free ride. Tax money that goes to welfare is only of the 
only examples of wealth flowing back down the pyra-
mid to the class that does most of the work to create it. 
Welfare programs were won by decades of bitter strug-
gle; wherever the powerful do not fear an impending 
uprising of the poor, they are dismantling them.

That’s not to say that public assistance programs 
could ever be an effective solution to the ills of capital-
ism. Welfare programs and charity organizations both 
tend to foster middle-class bureaucracies while sham-
ing and disempowering the needy. Welfare and charity 
only redistribute wealth on the terms of the wealthy – 
that is, as a means of maintaining the unequal balance 
of power. Welfare programs in particular are intercon-
nected with the same apparatus of control used to re-
press poor people who get out of line: they use the same 
databases, impose the same compulsory programs, and 
treat the poor with the same lack of respect. The only 
real cure for poverty is for the poor to seize resources 
back on their own terms.

The tactics available to the excluded tend towards re-
volt rather than reform. They can’t go on strike, but they 
can block traffic like Argentina’s piqueteros. They can’t 
stage boycotts, but they can walk out of stores en masse 
without paying. They can’t organize rent strikes, but 
they can occupy buildings and land. As poverty spreads, 
these tactics will too.

“Anyone who has worked in, or witnessed, any of  the ‘anti-
poverty’ programs in the American ghetto has an instant 
understanding of  ‘foreign aid’ in the ‘underdeveloped’ na-
tions. In both locales, the most skillful adventurers improve 
their material lot; the most dedicated of  the natives are 
driven mad or inactive – or underground – by frustration; 
while the misery of  the hapless, voiceless millions is in-
creased – and not only that: their reaction to their misery is 

described to the world as criminal.” 
– James Baldwin



ness to sell out our most cherished values.
On October 20, the Regents plan to avoid students by 

meeting at the UW Medicine South Lake Union campus. 
Students plan to rally at noon in Red Square, then go to 
South Lake Union. Another Regents meeting will come 
to the Seattle campus on November 17. The legislative 
session begins November 28 in Olympia; legislators are 
expected to make massive cuts to state programs.

Students are fighting back–Huskies BARK is working 
to create political pressure for higher education fund-
ing. The Washington Student Association is mobiliz-
ing students across the state, and taking a lead on or-
ganizing at UW. The Provost’s Advisory Committee for 
Students is asking for student input on budget cuts–you 
can contact PACS committee member Cody Lastelle 
at 425-244-5692 or cslestelle@gmail.com. (Ruckus has 
been unable to reach anyone else involved in organiz-
ing PACS for comment.) ASUW will reportedly organize 
forums on budget cuts this year. 

Antechamber Collective is bringing student and 
community groups together around common chal-
lenges. Our American Generation is assisting youth to 
speak out for education. And now, people are coming 
together at Westlake Square at OccupySeattle to dis-
cuss and organize against the austerity measures being 
imposed on us. 

If we are to save higher education in Washington State, 
it is up to every student to organize with their friends, 
families, and communities. Find each other!

Differential tuition would be a disaster for 
working-class students, scientists, and 

teachers...like Richard Feynman.

Continued on page 10

Sodexo 
Past, Present, and Funeral

by Alix Goldstein
Last spring, the UW Kick Out Sodexo Collation staged 
three campus sit-ins to protest the university’s contract 
with global human rights abuser Sodexo. These are 
their stories.

Sodexo is a food service and facilities management 
multinational corporation headquartered in France. 
They are one of the largest companies in their in-
dustry, working in 80 countries around the world. 
In North America, they serve 10 million people ev-
eryday in 700 locations, and have had a large pres-
ence in U.S. prisons and on university campuses 
across the nation. They are the world’s 22nd largest 
employer with 120,000 employees in North America 
and 355,000 worldwide.

Don’t be fooled by the big-eyed joyful smiling em-
ployees Sodexo rotates on their website. Not all their 
workers are so enthusiastic to be receiving poverty 
wages, many aren’t in the middle of laughing when 
subjected to racial discrimination, and almost all 
don’t wear T-shirts supporting Sodexo when their 
unions are busted. 

Last year, students on campuses across the coun-
try, including UW, did not feel their schools should 
be doing business with a company that undercuts its 
workers’ rights for profit. Choosing to hold Sodexo to 
a higher standard, students went to administrators in 
October 2010 about the corporation’s worker abuses 
and asked that Sodexo’s contract with the Husky Sta-
dium be cut (because God forbid Sodexo should pay 
workers a living wage and treat them with respect).

One of the principles the University of Washing-
ton was founded on is student representation. In 
the mission statement, it is clearly stated, “the uni-
versity seeks broad representation of and encour-
ages sustained participation in that community by 
its students.” We make up the majority of the campus 
community and deserve to have our voices heard. 
After all, the students should have a say in how their 
university is run, right? RIGHT?! 

In 2008, Sodexo reported profits of over $20 billion, 
and in the first half of 2009, reported that their prof-
its grew by 7.1%. A company of this size and weight 
can afford to support their workers with living wages 
and benefits, as well as suitable working conditions, 
equality and fairness in the workplace. Or is that ask-
ing too much of your billion dollar company, (ahem) 
Mr. CEO George Chavel?

Unfortunately, our concerns on paper weren’t 



enough to push any administrators into action. In 
fact, I’m pretty sure the administration couldn’t have 
cared less. Fall and winter 2010 were filled with emp-
ty promises to “look into” documented worker abuses 
by respectable watchdog organizations like the Trans 
Africa Forum and Human Rights Watch. Anti-Sodexo 
campaigns were now happening across the nation at 
schools such as University of Ohio, Tufts University, Tu-
lane, and Emory. 

The administration, specifically then Interim Presi-
dent Phyllis Wise, were not taking student concerns se-
riously, so the Kick Out Sodexo Coalition was formed 
from over twenty student groups on campus and reli-
gious organizations. We drafted more letters and re-
quested more meetings, but were continually misled 
and delayed. We asked for a public records request, and 
found that we had even been lied to about when the 
University was expecting to pick a new bidder for Husky 
Stadium. They were going to renew Sodexo’s contract 
right behind our backs!

Coming back from spring break 2011, students were 
rejuvenated and still angry. Students are not docile 
(confusion: this is a university of HUSKIES, not sheep, 
kthx). A worker tour was arranged, and Carina Mieses, a 
Sodexo worker who had been fired while trying to orga-
nize a union in the Dominican Republic, was brought in 
to speak to students and administrators. A special invi-
tation was sent to President Wise requesting her atten-
dance. Finally, the administration would be able to hear 
directly from the workers that students were standing 
for and supporting. Only, President Wise did not come, 
in fact, no administrators came. Not only were they ig-
noring student voices, but they were now ignoring the 
workers receiving poverty wages, the workers unable 
to unionize due to threat of termination, the workers 
trapped in unsafe working conditions, and the workers 
facing racial discrimination.

So, was enough actually enough already? Seven 
months of letter deliveries, hapless meetings, and stu-
dent and community rallies resulted in nothing but de-
lays! It was time to go big or go home. On May 11, 2011, 
while Interim President Wise was on a conference call 
that proved more important than speaking seriously 
with her own students, 50 resolute students from the 
Kick Out Sodexo Coalition marched into her office. We 
sat down, waited patiently until she hung up the phone, 

Sodexo, (dis)continued
then promptly (and loudly) voiced our concerns, shout-
ing, “HEY HEY! HO HO! SODEXO HAS GOT TO GO.”

We were forcefully escorted out of Wise’s office and 
into the adjacent conference room. We set up camp, 
kitty litter and all (which fortunately was not needed; 
bathroom access was granted!), and chanted so loudly 
that this time the administration was forced to listen to 
the importance of worker rights. “SHOW ME WHAT DE-
MOCRACY LOOKS LIKE! THIS IS WHAT DEMOCRACY 
LOOKS LIKE!”  

President Wise kept us waiting for six hours and re-
fused to speak with us. Instead, she had 20 students ar-
rested while peacefully protesting the $3.4 million con-
tract the University holds with Sodexo. 

President Wise and the administration still did not 
respond. Two other sit-ins took place weeks apart, one 
in the Athletics Department and another in the Office 
of Admissions. Between the three sit-ins, 50 students 
were arrested, and over a hundred more showed their 
support chanting, bannering, and singing outside. The 
administration chose to arrest its students rather then 
engage in open dialogue about cutting the contract with 
documented global human rights abuser Sodexo. 

What happened after that? Summer–and a chance for 
the administration to make decisions while students 
were away, or so they thought. A meeting was held with 
new President Young about the Sodexo contract, and 
we convinced the university to move up the bidding 
process so a new contractor for Husky Stadium can be 
chosen by December. Until then, we plan on using our 
student power to finish what we started: gaining a vic-
tory for workers, and a victory for the student voice. 

Coming back fall quarter 2011, we are determined 
to kick Sodexo off our campus. Student voices will not 
be silenced. Worker and human rights will not go un-
noticed. With student power, we can change our cam-
pus. Join the cause! United Students Against Sweatshop 
(USAS) meetings are held on Tuesdays at 6 pm in Par-
rington 206.

Students singing in occupied Graves Hall 
at the second sit-in.



Canada Threatens 
the Planet, Earthlings 

Fight Back
by Natalie Eberts

Up until three months ago, I hadn’t really heard of 
the Tar Sands. A month ago I didn’t think I’d be able 
to leave my summer job in a deli in North Dakota to 
go to DC for two weeks. I didn’t think I’d be able to 
spend the money–how could I afford Greyhound 
tickets, the $100 dollar arrest fine, a hotel, going out 
to eat for every meal?

Let me back up a second and tell you what I was 
justifying to myself that I couldn’t do. At an organiz-
ing training I went to, some friends gave a presen-
tation about the Canadian Tar Sands oil extraction, 
which is the most destructive project on earth. This 
area is almost the size of Florida, creates polluted 
lakes so big they can be seen from outer space and 
so toxic that birds die when they land on them, and 
their development creates 3-5 times more green-
house gases then that of normal oil. 

At first I didn’t get what we Americans could do; af-
ter all, this is Canada, right? I was astounded to hear 
that Canada is our #1 largest foreign oil supplier, sup-
plying twice as much as Saudi Arabia.

Afterward, I found out that the Canadian compa-
ny is trying to build a giant pipeline called the Key-
stone XL to free up this landlocked oil by carrying 
it to refineries in Texas so that it can be burned and 
pumped out as carbon dioxide worldwide. On top of 
that, the pipeline would carry corrosive, poisonous 
bitumen over our nation’s largest supply of drinking 
water and right through communities like where my 
family now lives in North Dakota. 

Through these friends, I learned that famous au-
thor and climate activist Bill McKibben and others 
were organizing a sustained civil disobedience ac-
tion in which people were coming from all over the 
country to sit-in in front of the White House and get 
arrested to draw national attention to how serious 
this issue is. I thought it sounded amazing and really 
wanted to go, but...

So back to my dilemma. Everyone has to do what 
they have to do to get through school, I told myself, 
surely it’s understandable that I can’t go, there’ll be 
more opportunities like this in the future. Then I 
found out that I’d only need to be in DC for three days 
and wouldn’t need to miss that much work. Then my 
friend who was going responded to my hopeful Face-
book plea telling me that I’d probably be able to stay 
at a participants’ place in DC. Then I got to thinking, 
why couldn’t I pack food in a cooler and carry it with 

me so I didn’t have to go out to eat? I even had the bright 
idea that I could pre-cook meals and heat them up on 
Sterno cans (ended up being about as bright as the Ster-
no flames I never lit). 

This was going to be the largest civil disobedience ac-
tion in the climate movement’s history. 2,000 people 
were coming from all over the country, and one of my 
friends from Western had been arrested on the first day 
alongside Bill McKibben and spent two nights in jail. So 
I said, “screw it, how often am I going to be able to take 
part in something like this, when am I even going to 
have the chance to go to DC again? What’s a few days off 
work, a few hundred dollars that I can regain by work-
ing? It’ll be an adventure, I’m just going to go for it, and 
make it work!” So I did. How did it work out?  

Fast-forward several days of staying busy phone bank-
ing and cooking for participants, and there we were, 
sprinting to the White House from the Metro station 
to make it to the action. Our singing was probably the 
thing that most struck me about the action and getting 
arrested. After all 143 of us had filed in on the sidewalk 
in front of the White House, some sitting, myself and 
some new friends standing, we began to sing, so that we 
could get our message out in a dignified, serious way (as 
opposed to “2, 4, 6, 8” cheer-style chants). 

I could feel the power and unity reverberating out 
from where we stood arm in arm. It’s funny, because I’m 
not really a singing person, but as we raised our voices 
together, I could also feel the rich tradition we were fol-
lowing in of the civil rights movement. The song gave us 
something to focus our energy on, and even when we 
were crammed into the stifling vans on the way to be 
processed at jail, the time seemed to go quickly because 
we kept singing and talking about why what we were 
doing is important and sharing our stories.

So I’ve told you how things came together to allow me 
to go and what the experience was like, but you may be 
wondering, “Why did you really go?  Why did you think 
this issue was important enough to do all this traveling 
and getting arrested for?” I came because of my idea 
of values and morality, that it is unjust for future gen-
erations and people in developing countries to have to 
suffer from the droughts, floods, and catastrophes of 
climate change because of the carbon we are mostly re-
sponsible for emitting. 

What I discovered beyond that, however, was what 
it feels like to be part of a movement. Of a people with 
the same moral values who are acting on them together. 
What unity, camaraderie, and common purpose feel 
like. This is something you all can experience too, no 
matter what level you get involved on–whether it’s pe-
titioning, registering voters, or getting arrested.  We are 
all one movement towards peace, justice, and a liveable 
future. And we need you. Join us.

Learn more and join the fight
tarsandsaction.org

stoptheflows.tumblr.com


